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When you remember life’s important moments, 
you ll remember a Padrén. 


For decades, Padr6én smokers have shared with us the stories of special moments in their lives that have been 
distinguished by smoking one of our cigars. Striving to create great cigars worthy of such special times is 
OlibasrardtietmilelahuctaleeMmdsle(milelitastemiericceM aldo Mrlilihmeemeulaie mm Met aclelcemerlilihmastiel cm vere ces 
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www.padron.com 


Quattro Original 


lopZ> | 


1 faye L 20193 4 
aticonado © 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 
Cigar Smoking Can Cause Lung 
Cancer And Heart Disease. 


In Rafael Nodal’s Aging Room Quattro Series you will 


‘\find the perfect chord: the besfitobaccos, quality 


production, experience, and inspiration. Rafael Nodal 
haSynade the cigar maker a composer, creating 
evocative melodies in the tune of tobdtco. These four 
cigars will wrap your senses with memofies of Cuba 
and a master’s experience in the world of tobacco. 
Aging Room Quattro Series. Make them sound. 
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CIGAR HIGHLIGHTS 

EDITORS’ NOTE 

OUT OF THE HUMIDOR 

THE GOOD LIFE GUIDE 

CIGARS Blade craft meets high art with Paramount cutters. 
SPORT Permit: the toughest fish to land with a fly. 

STYLE Summer neckties brighten the season. 

WHEELS Evoque is at home on the range and in the city. 
GOURMET Don’t call it ice cream. Gelato is a breed of its own. 
DRINK Mixing it up with vodka. 

PLACES Pampered in Provence at Scott Dunn Villas. 

TIME TAG Heuer brings panache to the golf course. 


FUN With the Icon A5 sport plane, the sky isn’t the limit. 


features 


A STAR FOR ALL SEASONS 

Kurt Russell—“Hollywood’s best kept secret”—has been 
delivering spot-on performances in a career that has 
spanned almost six decades and a variety of acting genres. 


HOODLUMS IN HAVANA 

Before Castro, Cuba was a playground for America, where 
mobsters like Meyer Lanksy partnered with a vice-friendly 
government to provide gambling and other diversions. 





ON THE COVER 


Kurt Russell adds to his long 
list of standout acting credits. 
Photographed exclusively for 
CIGAR AFICIONADO by Peter Yang 
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118 


128 


TIGER COMES OUT OF THE WOODS 
After a 14-year title drought, which has 
been plagued with injuries that crimped 
a once-astonishing career, Tiger Woods 
found his form to win a fifth Masters. 


A TASTE OF MEXICO 

Tequila is enjoying an exceptional boom 

as connoisseurs discover the charms of the 
blue agave spirit and learn to appreciate the 
spectrum of methods used to create it. 


cigars 


We rate 81 cigars in six sizes: Churchills 
(92), corona gordas (94), double coronas 
(96), figurados (98), panetelas (100), 
and robustos (102), plus our Buying 
Guide (104) as well as our vintage cigar 
tasting, Connoisseur’s Corner (106). 


THE CULT-CIGAR PHENOMENON 

One of the phenomena of the cigar resurgence 
has been the number of brands that have risen 
from obscurity to become cult favorites among 
fans who go to extremes to obtain them. 


BUYING FOR THE FUTURE 

Collecting Cuban cigars may sound like a 
luxury to Americans, but aficionados the 
world over routinely lay down Havanas 
for future enjoyment and even profit. 


MOMENTS TO REMEMBER 
Photos from our readers as they enjoy 
themselves and their cigars. 


MADE FOR YOU 

The Ford Shelby GT-S for rent; flasks 
wrapped in tartan; Lyle Lovett shirts; Richard 
James comes to America; the right light 

for every situation; and Bentley pens. 
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highlights 


In a strong tasting that saw 24 scores of 91 points or higher, Nicaragua continued to separate itself as today’s 
preeminent cigar-producing region. The country either captured or tied for the top spot in four of our six tasting 


categories, while the Dominican Republic and Cuba led (or tied) two sections of their own. 








TOP PANETELA 
OLIVA SERIE V LANCERO NICARAGUA 


This all-Nicaraguan blend is centered around strong, ligero tobacco 
from the Jalapa Valley and a high-priming wrapper. 


TOP CHURCHILL 

PADRON 1964 ANNIVERSARY SERIES DIPLOMATICO NICARAGUA 
A proven performer, this box-pressed Padr6n has been sold since 1994. 

It tied for the top spot with A.J. Fernandez’s Enclave Broadleaf Churchill, 

which debuted in 2017. 


TOP CORONA GORDA 

COHIBA SIGLO IV CUBA 
A classic Cohiba led the category along with another Cuban, the Punch 

Duke Exclusivo México, and the Espinosa Habano No. 4 from Nicaragua. 





TOP DOUBLE CORONA 
FUENTE FUENTE OPUSX DOUBLE CORONA DOM. REP. 


This Dominican puro was crowned Cigar of the Year by this magazine 
in 2005, and today, it leads all double coronas. That’s consistency defined. 


TOP FIGURADO 
PLASENCIA ALMA FUERTE GENERACION V NICARAGUA 


With its distinctive box-pressed Salomon shape, the Plasencia is rolled 
entirely from Nicaraguan tobaccos grown in the country’s four major 
growing regions: Esteli, Condega, Jalapa and Ometepe. 


TOP ROBUSTO 

AGING ROOM SOLERA SUN GROWN FESTIVO DOM. REP. 
A Dominican puro that features a wrapper grown in direct sunlight, 

this cigar took top honors alongside Cuba’s Romeo y Julieta 

Wide Churchill (Tubo). 





BEST BUY 

LA AROMA DE CUBA DOUBLE CORONA NICARAGUA 
Made in Nicaragua by the Garcia family for Ashton Distributors Inc. 

using a Connecticut broadleaf wrapper, this large smoke retails for only $6.95. 
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Cigars for the Troops 


o many things are wrong with the Food and Drug 

Administration’s regulation of the cigar industry that it’s 

easy to overlook one of the most egregious prohibitions. 
We’re talking about the government’s ban on cigar companies 
giving away samples of cigars, which prohibits manufacturers 
from donating cigars to American troops. 

Prior to 2016, it was common for makers of handmade cigars 
to donate cigars to American troops, particularly those serving 
abroad. But that year, a new set of FDA regulations was passed 
that included a prohibition on free samples, a restriction that 
made these charitable donations illegal. 

Have you ever heard of a more ridiculous government 
prohibition? 

Cigars are an indelible part of the long history of the U.S. 
military, and were smoked by such famed generals as Ulysses S. 
Grant, George S. Patton and Tommy Franks. The cigar is no 
stranger to the military. When a soldier, Marine, airman or sailor 
is stationed far from home, he or she is sacrificing comforts we 








all take for granted. For those who serve, is it too much to ask 
that they be given a good cigar? It is a simple—and deserved— 
comfort no legislator should deny. 

The companies that make handmade cigars are fighting the 
battle to overturn these ridiculous FDA regulations, but for now 
the ban on cigar companies donating cigars remains. However, 
these laws don’t apply to individual citizens. 

We’re sure that all of you reading this letter have a cigar (ora 
few cigars) that you could spare. We ask that you join us—these 
prohibitions don’t include publishing companies—in making a 
donation of cigars to members of the U.S. armed forces. 

Cigars For Warriors is a charity that has sent out hundreds of 
thousands of cigars since 2012. It places a special emphasis on 
troops serving in danger zones. “Any man or woman who has to 
be quarantined for two weeks deserves a cigar,” says Storm Boen, 
an Army vet who cofounded Cigars for Warriors. 

Don’t forget our troops. Visit cigarsforwarriors.org and send 
them some well-earned cigars. 





MARVIN R. SHANKEN 
EDITOR & PUBLISHER 


DAVID SAVONA 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
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Dear Marvin, 
Great articles on Paul Giamatti |“Roles of a Lifetime,’] and 
Pebble Beach |[“National Treasure”] from the May/June 
issue. It’s noteworthy to read that all seven cigars on the 
Highlights page hailed from either Nicaragua or the 
Dominican Republic. Cuba was not included. Congratula- 
tions to those Nicaraguan and Dominican growers. 

I’m looking forward to the Las Vegas Big Smoke in 
November 2019, my sixth attendance. 
Frank Kohler 
Scottsdale, Arizona 


Editors’ Response: If there’s one thing our blind reviews 
have proven, it’s that cigars from Nicaragua, the Dominican 
Republic and Honduras can compete with Cubans, but if 
you read closely, you'll see that some Cuban cigars tied for 
top robusto and figurado. See you at the Big Smoke. 


Dear Marvin, 

Great work guys. Paul is a titan among actors. 
Jeremy Piven 

Submitted via Instagram 


Dear Marvin, 

Just read your editors’ note from the May/June issue 
[“The Day Congress Listened to Cigarmakers”| and 
noted a sentence that displays considerable naivete. 
“The intent of all these new rules was to keep tobacco 
out of the hands of children.” That may have been 
the stated intent but the truth is far different. The 
Obama administration had no compunction at attempting 
to destroy entire industries to achieve yet another goal 
designed to control the American people. Indeed, we 
are the “children” to which their stated intent refers. 
Hopefully common sense will prevail on this issue. 
Rick Davenport 

Harrisburg, Illinois 


Dear Marvin, 

I have been a subscriber for four years. I read your 
magazine from cover to cover. In fact, your magazine 
has inspired me to travel to the Dominican Republic. 
Your travel articles in the November/December issue 
[“Dominican Dreams: A Cigar Lover’s Guide to the Good 
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“Great work guys. Paul is a titan 
among actors.” 

—Jeremy Piven 

Submitted via Instagram 


Life in the Dominican Republic”| gave me the “you got 
to go there” vibe. I have not flown in over 20 years but 
you can count on me reading your latest edition as I pass 
the time on my four-hour flight. 

Here’s to living the good life. 
Thomas Ferraro 
Brooklyn, Ohio 


Editors’ Response: We’re glad to hear our issue inspired 
you to get on a plane and fly to the Dominican Republic, 
which we visit often. Thanks for reading, and enjoy the trip. 


Dear Marvin, 

I must comment on the review that I read about the Romeo 
y Julieta Fabuloso in the |May/June| Connoisseur’s 
Corner. The review states, “At more than nine inches 


CONTACT US TWITTER @cigaraficmag - FACEBOOK facebook.com/CigarAficionado > INSTAGRAM @cigaraficmag 
E-MAIL letters@cigaraficionado.com « LETTERS 825 8th Ave., 33rd floor, New York, NY 10019 e EDITORS’ BLOGS Find out what the editors 
of CIGAR AFICIONADO are thinking—and smoking—in our editors’ blogs. David Savona, Gordon Mott, Jack Bettridge, Gregory Mottola and Andrew Nagy 


want to hear from you. The conversation is taking place on cigaraficionado.com. 
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long, the Fabuloso is easily a two-hour smoke.” I’ll 
contradict. A cigar smoker is constantly drawing 
and tasting to enjoy every instant of the cigar. A 
puffer draws in short bursts, waits, poses, and 
wastes the life of the cigar to watch the ash grow 
and pretend he is a smoker. That could take two 
hours. But a smoker would enjoy every second of 
a Fabuloso in 1.25 hours...or less. 

T.L. Sheldon 

San Diego, California 


Editors’ Response: Why the rush? We like to enjoy 
our cigars the way they were made: with patience. 
Puffing too quickly can cause bitterness. When you 
puff slowly, the cigar stays cool, maximizing the 
flavor. Don’t be afraid to take it slow. 


Dear Marvin, 

As I sit here in the courtroom on the day of my 
divorce, I want to personally thank you for your 
excellent writing and interesting stories. It has 
helped this painful process. Particularly captivat- 
ing was the story of Sir Winston Churchill and his 
amazing life [“Winston Churchill: Portrait of 
Power,” May/June 2018]. I particularly enjoyed 
the fact vs. legend portion, and find it fitting that I 
read this story so intently considering my current 
location and situation. There are many fact vs. 
legend moments here! 


“As | sit here in the courtroom on 
the day of my divorce, | want to per- 
sonally thank you for your excellent 
writing and interesting stories.” 
—Dr. David Yeager, Dixon, Illinois 


As a subscriber to your magazine for several 
years, I truly enjoy receiving it and get giddy as I 
walk home from the mailbox. I cannot wait to sit 
down and read the issue as I sip on Johnnie Walker 
Blue and enjoy my Partagas. Any size or style will 
do. I enjoy Rocky Patels as well. 

Please do not ever lose the ability to not only 
entertain but also inform your readers. 

Dr. David Yeager 
Dixon, Illinois 


Editors’ Response: After many years of publishing 
CIGAR AFICIONADO, we’ve learned that a fine cigar, a 
good read and a great sip of whisky make even the 
darkest days seem brighter. Hang in there. % 


Correction The price for the Plasencia Reserva 
Original Churchill was mislabeled in the tastings 
section of the May/June issue. Its suggested retail 
price is $9.50. 
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FOR THOSE WHO KNOW 


THOSE WHO KNOW DRINK RESPONSIBLY, DON JULIO Tequila, 40% Alc/Vol, © 2019, Imported by Diageo Americas, Norwalk, CT. 
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PARAMOUNT CIGAR CUTTERS 
THE TOUGHEST FISH 

TYING UP FOR SUMMER 
RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 
GENUINE GELATO 

SUMMER MIXING WITH VODKA 
SCOTT DUNN VILLAS, FRANCE 
TAG HEUER GOLF EDITION 


ICON AD LIGHT-SPORT PLANE 














TWO SPECIAL CIGARS, 
TWO WRAPPER SHADES. 
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IN LIMITED QUANTITIES 
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JEFF HARRIS 


Paramount Cigar Cutters 


irst and foremost, Charles Sauer is a bladesmith. The Texan 

made his name forging superlative cutlery so fine and ornate 

that his knives are as much showpieces as hunting tools. 
Eventually, he brought his mastery of Damascus steel to cigar 
cutters, creating mini guillotines of true heirloom quality. 

Sauer does not buy cutters and embellish them. Anyone can 
cover a mediocre cutter in gold and jewels. Like his knives, his 
cigar cutters are a culmination of high craft and artistry, made 
with Damascus steel, created by forging layer after layer of steel 
and working it to bring out exquisite, wavy patterns. Take, for 
example, the Mosaic Damascus cutter (top, $37,500). It’s a hand- 
forged unit of abstract patterns contained by two rows of diamonds 
on both sides—a clever contrast of entropy and order. 


sood life guide cigars 


Similarly, note the Bamboo cigar cutter (right, $32,500), also 
made in the mosaic Damascus method. Diamonds recur on both 
sides as well, this time against a motif of wild bamboo. 

For a more baroque presentation, the Multi-Bar Damascus 
cutter (center, $45,000) integrates rubies, diamonds and gold. The 
pictured cutters are but a few of the regular-production models 
that fill out a large catalog. Sauer also excels at custom work and 
can make cutters in any format, style or ring gauge. 

As for its function—cutting—the action is smooth and the 
blade slices through tobacco fast and clean. But then once you 
have one of these works of art, you might be afraid to use it. 

Visit paramountcutters.com 

—Gregory Mottola 
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INTRODUCING INSPIRADO MINIS 


PROOF THAT INSPIRATION COMES IN MANY FORMS. 


Experience a world aa complexity and favor in a small size with the smooth and rich line of Macanudo Inspirado Minis. 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 


Tobacco Smoke Increases The Risk Of Lung 
Cancer And Heart Disease, Even In Nonsmokers. 


GOO 


Viele lelelelemee)eiyalatye)ie-lele 
© 2019 General Cigar Co, Inc. 





DAVID A. THOMPSON 





The Toughest Fish 


t’s elusive, flattened and silvery, a fish with huge eyes and 

a forked tail resembling a flying V electric guitar. And for 

fly fishermen it’s one of the ultimate prizes—the permit. 
“Permit are one of the most exciting fish to catch on a fly,” says 
Toby Brocklehurst of In Cloud 9 tours, who has been fly-fishing 
in Cuba and Central America for some 30 years. “Among fly 
fisherman, it’s the top of the list,” concurs Connecticut resident 
Jimmy Coale, a former fishing guide who has fished all over the 
world. “It’s an obsession.” 

Permit can measure more than three feet long and weigh in at 
well over 20 pounds. Considering their size, the water they swim 
in is extremely shallow. They are found in the Florida Keys, the 
Yucatan and Belize. Particularly abundant in Cuba, they feed on 
crabs. Their name is an alteration of the Spanish for little dove. 
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But more telling is the Latin species nomenclature falcatus, 
meaning armed with scythes, a moniker they got for the way their 
dorsal fins protrude from the water. 

Although abundant, they are easy to scare, and extremely tough 
to land. The fly fisherman must present a crab-like lure to the fish, 
but that’s only the start of the struggle, according to Coale: “They 
will spit out your fly in a heartbeat. They know instantly it’s fake.” 
He says it takes practice to know how to catch permit, because they 
have thick, rubbery lips that disguise a bite. A fisherman needs to 
watch them tip in the water, head down, their sickle-shaped fins 
emerging from the shallows and set the hook at the precise time. 
“You can see 50,’ he says, “ and catch one.” 

Visit incloud9.com 

—David Savona 
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AMERICA’S OLDEST FAMILY-OWNED PREMIUM CIGAR MAKER 
FOUR GENERATIONS AND 124 YEARS OF TRADITION SINCE 1895 
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Eric, Drew, and Bobby Newman 
are standing on the rooftop of 

E] Reloj, J.C. Newman's 109-year 
-old cigar factory in the Ybor City 
National Historic Landmark 


Se BOBBY NEWMAN > eae \ 
Fourth Generation ‘ Third Generation ) District in Tampa, Florida. 


Tying Up For Summer 


hile your initial response to summer’s heat may be to 
shed as many layers as possible, the occasional lawn 
party, country club bash or business meeting mean you 
can’t spend all of July and August in shorts and a tank top. But 
nothing says you can’t stay cool—nor look cool—while wearing a tie. 

Banish your dour, woolen neckwear to the back of the closet in 
favor of lightweight silks that are also bright in color. Remember, 
you'll likely be pairing with lighter hues, whether the occasion 





calls for a linen suit, seersuckers or a blazer with khaki trousers. 
This is also the season for spritely patterns that synch with a 
world that is in blossom. 

A butterfly motif from Petronius 1926 (lower right, available 
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at Neiman Marcus, $175) stays on a flight pattern that is perfect 
for the season. Because classes have been suspended until fall, 
Kiton offers a yellow-and-aqua striped number (lower left, 
Neiman Marcus, $295) that will never be mistaken for an old- 
school tie. Even while Paul Stuart flirts with a navy-blue hue 
(upper left, $175), its jazzed up diamond-cloud pattern is anything 
but somber. Paisley is a class act that works all year, but in the 
hands of Zegna (upper right, Neiman Marcus, $195) it exemplifies 
the carefree summer sensibility. And if flowers are in bloom, 
Paul Stuart (middle right, $165) apparently thought, why not 
show a bit of foliage around the neck? 

—Jack Bettridge 
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Range Rover Evoque 


hen Jaguar Land Rover introduced the smallest member 
of its exclusive Range Rover family, the 2012 Evoque, 
it was an immediate visual standout married to lavish 
features and a seemingly unstoppable all-wheel-drive system. 
The 2020 model from the British automaker follows the same 
formula. And despite the fact that there’s not a single, carryover 
body panel wed to its all-new “architecture,” the SUV is instantly 
recognizable as an Evoque. 

For 2020, the two-door version is gone, along with the quirky 
Evoque convertible that made more sense as a fantasy-in-chrome 
show car than a production vehicle. Few will notice. It’s the four- 
door Evoque that generated annual sales of more than 100,000 
vehicles. And it’s here that some welcome improvements have 
been made. While the new model retains a footprint that makes it 
as easy to navigate urban streets as off-road trails, the wheelbase 
has been stretched by nearly an inch. We’ll save the technical 
explanation, but that translates into a roomier interior with addi- 
tional head and legroom, even for rear-seat passengers. 

The well-appointed interior features the currently requisite 
assortment of high-tech goodies, including a mirror that uses a 
camera to give you a better rear view. The improved infotainment 
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system can be ordered with the unique “transparent hood.” No, 
it’s not made of glass or acrylic. Rather low-mounted cameras 
display an image on Evoque’s big touch-screen of what’s directly 
in front of the wheels. It proves useful while negotiating rocky, 
off-road courses as well as when parking. 

What’s actually under the hood is JLR’s turbocharged, 2.0-liter 
Ingenium engine, available in two configurations, the base making a 
solid 246 horsepower and 269 pound-feet of torque. The upgrade 
punches that up to 296 hp and 295 lb-ft. That version, known as the 
P300, is Land Rover’s first mild hybrid. It uses a 48-volt battery that 
adds a bit of off-the-line boost to performance while also smoothing 
out the STOP/START system designed to save gas by briefly shutting 
the engine off, rather than idling. Both versions of the Ingenium 
are mated to a silky new nine-speed automatic. 

The 2020 Range Rover Evoque smoothly connects the 
world of off-road and on-road driving. It is a vehicle that 
seems comfortable in any environment and we can only imagine 
that potential buyers will find the new version even more 
appealing than the original. 

Visit landroverusa.com 

—Paul A. Eisenstein 
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Genuine Gelato 


mericans might be excused for thinking that gelato is 
simply the Italian word for ice cream. After all, in a land 
with a severe shortage of real, quality gelato, American 
companies have for decades been using the label on products 
called gelato that are merely ice cream. 

But disabuse yourself of that misconception. True gelato, 
relying solely on natural flavors, is an elegant frozen expression 
that is creamier and more intense than commercial ice cream 
can hope to be. 

While gelato has far less butterfat and uses more milk and less 
cream, the foremost differentials are air and temperature. The 
real McCoy has about 70 percent less air than ice cream, making 
it denser. And, served at 10° to 15° F warmer than the hard, frozen 
stuff you get at the supermarket, gelato has a silky, elastic texture 
somewhere between soft serve and regular ice cream. 

To experience gelato properly, go to its birthplace: Italy. In 
Milan, make your way to I] Massimo del Gelato, probably the best 
you'll find in this fashion capital. They serve 10 different types of 


sourmet 


chocolate gelato alone, and the coffee flavored variety will give 
you an astounding arabica buzz. 

When in Rome, travel off the beaten path to Neve di Latte 
(meaning milk snow). It’s a true standout in a city saturated with 
gelato. Sample the Straciatella, a simple standard made from 
fior di latte (unflavored cow’s milk) and speckled with chocolate 
fragments and shavings. 

In Sicily, pistachios are a matter of pride, and in the city of 
Palermo, Cappadonia Gelateria has converted the island’s regional 
nuts into a pistachio gelato so absurdly nutty and rich, it eats more 
like peanut butter than ice cream. 

Yet there’s hope for America. Grom gelateria, originally of 
Turin, now has three New York City locations as well as three 
more in the Los Angeles area. Grom’s gelato base is made in Italy, 
shipped over in liquid form and faithfully churned into a frosty 
confection with very little lost in translation. 

Visit grom.it/en/gelaterie.php 

—Gregory Mottola 
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Summer Mixing With Vodka 


odka might not be the current 
darling of the cocktail set, but 
don’t feel sorry for the clear spirit 
with the Russian name (for little water). 
It remains the world’s No. 1-selling liquor. 
Chalk that up to amiability. It swims well 
with every manner of mixer, aperitif or 
liqueur—even other spirits (e.g., the Vesper). 
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While most sensible cocktails made with 
other spirits limit themselves to one other 
modifier and perhaps bitters, easy-going 
vodka can welcome more. It’s the laid- 
back liquor that The Dude abided in The 
Big Lebowski’s White Russians and 
perfect for these summer fresheners. 
—Jack Bettridge 








Harvey Wallbanger 
A name Is a two-edged sword. 
When it was invented, it evoked a 
kooky surfer image. But In today’s 
sophisticated cocktail atmosphere, 
its silliness undercuts its charms. 
Essentially a Screwdriver—orange 
juice and vodka—it becomes more 
grownup with the addition of 
Galliano, an Italian liqueur that 

the drink was invented to market. 
The otherwise reedy Screwdriver 
fills out with anise, mint, cinnamon 
and vanilla notes. Remember to 
stay off your surfboard. 


1% oz. Vodka 

Y%2 Oz. Galliano L’Autentico 

5-6 oz. Fresh-squeezed 
orange juice 

Orange slice for garnish 


Pour vodka, Galliano and juice over 
ice In a highball glass. Stir and 
garnish. Alternately, float the 
Galliano on the other ingredients. 


Sea Breeze 


The Sea Breeze is all about 
refreshment. Which is why, after 
crashing through a plate-glass 
window and being riddled with 
bullets by a bar full of gangsters, 
Deadpool, the wisecracking movie 
Superhero with accelerated healing 
abilities, immediately called for 
one by its ingredients: cranberry, 
grapefruit juice and vodka. What 
began as a Prohibition-era gin 
drink works much better in its 
current vodka incarnation, 
especially if you use 
fresh-squeezed grapefruit juice. 


1% oz. Vodka 

4 oz. Cranberry juice 

2 oz. Fresh-squeezed 
grapefruit juice 

Lime slice for garnish 


Pour vodka, cranberry juice and 
grapefruit juice over ice ina 
highball glass. Stir and garnish. 
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Scott Dunn Villas, the South of France 


n the glittering summer sunlight of Provence, embraced by a 
lawn chair, a glass of rose in one hand, a Montecristo in the 


other and the Mediterranean in distant view, life is good. 

This level of bucket-list luxury doesn’t happen on its own, but 
Scott Dunn Villas may make it seem that way. The company has 
been providing seamless vacations for families, couples and buddies 
for 30 years. Each villa comes in the form of a fully-staffed home, 
with host, chef, housekeeper and a nanny if necessary. 

A recent experience in the south of France makes the point 
with an exclamation. Villa Constantins is in Opio, a few kilometers 
to the north of Nice and in the foothills of the Les Alpes- 
Maritime. Upon arrival, you are greeted by Harry the 
host and TJ the chef who will give you the grand tour. 
The large living room windows look out over the lawn, 
the infinity pool and, on clear days, to the Mediterranean. 
A covered outdoor dining area and petanque court 
(a form of boules) await. You have arrived at this villa 
having already determined much of your experience. A 
Scott Dunn travel consultant has taken you through the 
process of finding the right villa in the right locale, 
explaining all the local activities, the nature of the villages 
and the region, the transportation options plus your 
specific staffing requirements. A couple of weeks in 
advance, you were contacted by the villa host and/or chef 
to determine dining requirements. 

If you want, you can accompany the chef to the local 
markets, then get involved in meal preparation on the 
charcoal grill. On a recent stay, a whole tenderloin of beef 
was grilled while a whole sea bass was roasted in the 
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oven as part of a group cooking exercise. 

Activities nearby include golf at such fine courses as Golf Opio 
Valbonne, Golf de Cannes Mougins and Golf de la Grande Bastide. 
Bicycling and hiking treks can be arranged. And visits to the local 
communities must be part of the experience. 

But here’s the thing. All these fine experiences will emanate 
from your home for the week, and you can enjoy a cigar on the 
terrace or by the pool at your leisure. Now that’s paradise. 

Visit scottdunn.com 

—Jeff Williams 
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The Scott Dunn experience: Villa Constantins (top) has an outdoor fireplace by its 
pool. The stone exterior of Bastide des Virettes frames its swimming area. 
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TAG Heuer 
Connected Modular 
AS Golf Edition 


ech watches that feed you valuable info while you 
play a round of golf, but look nerdy when you’re 
ordering a round at the 19th hole are one thing. 
TAG Heuer’s new Connected Modular 45 “Golf Edition” 
($1,850) is a golf watch that’s both brainy and beautiful. 

TAG Heuer developed a dedicated golf app that 
pairs its latest smartwatch with iOS and Android 
phones and then imbued the watch with TAG styling. 
The brawny (45 mm) piece has a sandblasted black PVD 
titanium case fitted with black ceramic lugs and a black 
ceramic bezel featuring a laser-engraved scale from 1 to 
18, representing the number of holes in a round. The 
package includes a white, synthetic-leather strap with 
ereen stitching reminiscent of a golf glove, as well as a 
subdued black rubber strap. 

On the links, the Golf app brings 2-D course mapping 
for more than 39,000 courses to your wrist. As well 
as gauging distances to greens and hazards 
(which it does within one-meter accuracy), 
the enhanced mapping function uses 
vector technology to show the course 
in detail—including bunkers, fair- 

ways and roughs. The watch also 
tracks scores for up to four players 
and is equipped with multiple sensors 
including GPS, NFC, an accelerometer, 
a gyroscope, a tilt detection sensor, a 
microphone and a vibrations haptics 
engine. It also stores stats like putting 
average and driving distance. Off 
the course, change the watch face 
and use it for all the usual smart- 
watch tasks. 
The the Intel Atom processor has 
512 MB of memory and 4 GB of 
storage. The touch-screen, (400 x 400 
resolution and 287 ppi) is covered with 
scratch-resistant sapphire crystal. 


































All of which brings new meaning to the 
term tee time. 
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ou’re flying low above the water in an Icon A5, one of the 
relatively new breed of light-sport aircraft, when you spot 
some action. The wraparound windshield and the rear- 
mounted engine and propeller leave your sight line clear to spy a 
school of frolicking fish. You remember that your fishing gear is 
stored in the rear compartment, so you set the craft down, lift the 
cockpit enclosure and crawl out on the pontoons that double as a 
deck for a few hours of angling. With your fresh catch, you decide 
to beach the plane and grill the fish on a nearby island. Then it’s 
off to your weekend retreat, where you can lower the landing gear 
and alight on a grass strip. 

It’s almost the stuff of futuristic hobby magazines, but the 
new aircraft designation is making the dream of an untethered 
personal airplane a reality for anybody with the $389,000 to set it 
aloft. The A5 is a two-seater craft able to land on sea, turf or 
paved airstrip. And with a cruising radius of almost 500 miles, it’s 
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perfect for weekend getaways. A few drawbacks are attendant 
with the light-sport designation, which limits size and forbids 
flying by instrument, so when the weather is bad you may be 
srounded. Even then, you’re not stuck. The wings fold up, and a 
single user can mount the plane to the Amphib Trailer (not 
included) for towing on roadways to your next destination. Along 
the way you can gas up with 91-octane fuel. 

Not a pilot yet? With a spin-resistant airframe and a low 
stall speed as well as intuitive instrumentation (fly by joystick), 
it offers a speedy learning curve. Furthermore, the glide ratio is 
a comforting 9:1 (if it loses power a mile aloft it will glide for nine 
miles). And if worse comes to worst, the A5 carries a parachute, 
which will float the entire craft onto the ground. 

The dream is here. Might as well get your head in the clouds. 

Visit iconaircraft.com 

—Jack Bettridge 

















DREW_ESTATE MASTER BLENDER. 






AS MASTER BLENDER OF DREW ESTATE, THIS SELECTION OF CIGARS 
REFLECT ON THE PERSONAL JOURNEY I'VE EMBARKED ON TO CRAFT 
BLENDS TO SATISFY MY TASTES, MY CURIOSMES, AND ABOVE ALL ELSE 
— MY CREATIVE PASSION FOR BLENDING CIGARS THAT I'M HUMBLED 
TO SHARE WITH YOU. 
AND LEARN MORE ABOUT THE JOURNEY WE SHARE TOGETHER. 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 


Tobacco Smoke Increases The Risk Of Lung Cancer 


And Heart Disease, Even In Nonsmokers. 














F + , _ . 
a0 «Toros. G - 
TF tig - ; 


ta’, “ a te 4 + ' of i 4 
mail | Te igs | blag i .; “i 

aa i tyid arate 4 

SERN reo: 

a ye A le eels 


a ¢ ‘ ea a. ad , , * a 4 we —_ : F =" : 
. talk hee al re RA mah ga Re 


OF CUBA." 


—. a 


305.468.9501 
WWW.MYFATHERCIGARS.COM 


PP iy ae 


4 
| 
. 


a 








Styling by Jordan Grossman for Celestine 
Grooming by Dennis Liddiard 


Blazer by Isaia « shirt by Ted Baker + Jeans by Levi's 














Kurt Russell has been. 

a star for nearly 60 years, 
playing heroes, villains 
and everything in between. 
He returns to the big screen 
in July in the most talked 
about film of 2019 


BY MARSHALL FINE 
PORTRAITS BY PETER YANG 


URT RUSSELL knows from experience 
that any film by director Quentin Tarantino is a major 


cinematic event. So there was no way the veteran actor was going to 
turn down the invitation to be a part of Tarantino’s latest project, 
Once Upon a Time...in Hollywood. 

It’s an intuition that only comes with six decades of experience 
in the movie business. A lesser performer might have turned down 
the part as too small. Russell, who has spent his time as leading man, 
is now in a position to pick and choose the projects that interest him. 
And his instincts paid off in a career-punctuating coup. He is now 
part of the movie that took the Cannes Film Festival by storm. 

“T love Quentin’s style,” Russell says, flashing the trademark smile, 
blue eyes and powerful jaw that have been watched by movie audi- 
ences for decades, in one hit after another. “This film is a love letter to 
Hollywood. When I was doing it, it reminded me of me and my dad 
and my friends in the late ’60s and early ’70s. I grew up in that world.” 

Once Upon a Time...in Hollywood, which opens July 26, has 
earned a wave of adulation and Oscar buzz for Tarantino unlike 
anything since Pulp Fiction, which debuted 25 years ago. The film 
captures a year on the cusp between old Hollywood and new: 1969. 
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It was the hottest film at the festival, and one that ignited Academy 
Award speculation for next year. 

Tarantino was hailed at Cannes for showing his softer side in 
this fantasy about a vanishing world, even while living up to his 
reputation for bloody violence with his depiction of the Manson 
family murders. Once Upon a Time...in Hollywood focuses on a pair 
of Hollywood buddies: fading television star Rick Dalton (played 
by Leonardo DiCaprio), who sees a new Hollywood leaving him 
behind; and Cliff Booth (Brad Pitt), his stunt double and best 
friend. When Rick discovers that director Roman Polanski and his 
new wife, Sharon Tate, have moved in next door to his house in 
Benedict Canyon, he’s convinced he can revive his career by talking 
his new neighbor into putting him in one of his movies. 

Russell, who has plenty of tough-guy roles to his credit, char- 
acteristically dove into his part as a stunt coordinator. “I worked 
with so many stunt coordinators when I was a kid that I had 
dealer’s choice about who to base him on,’ he says. “He’s a real 
conglomerate, although this guy happens to be a car guy.” In one 
scene, he has to intercede when sparring between Bruce Lee and 
Cliff gets out of hand. 

In two earlier films by Tarantino, Death Proof and The Hateful 
Eight, Russell was the star. But in this new movie he took on 
a smaller role for the chance to work in Tarantino’s take on 
Manson-era Hollywood. He’s in good company. The all-star 
ensemble cast includes Al Pacino, Margot Robbie as Sharon Tate, 
Damian Lewis as Steve McQueen, and such Tarantino regulars as 
Tim Roth and Michael Madsen. 

“For me it was a quick-hit kind of deal, three days altogether,” 
Russell says, reclining on a couch in a photo-shoot location in 
L.A.’s Pacific Palisades, not far from the home he shares with 
longtime partner Goldie Hawn. “But anytime you work with him, 
it’s just fun. Working with him is a prime example of why I love 
this work. That’s what I’ve spent my life doing.” 

Russell has appeared in more than 100 roles, and you won’t 
find many shy violets or introverts among the numerous charac- 
ters he’s brought to life. You imagine him charging through 
burning buildings to save a child as the veteran firefighter in the 
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“It’s nice to stop and 
have a cigar with a drink. 
When someone offers, I 
usually say yes.” 


hit Backdraft. Or as the driven coach in Miracle who pushes his 
overmatched hockey team harder and harder in the 1980 Olym- 
pics to take down the mighty Soviet team in an upset for the ages. 
Or as the growling bounty hunter John “The Hangman” Ruth 
with a mustache the size of fat veal chops, in The Hateful Eight, 
who threatens to put a bullet in anyone who gets in his way. At 
this point in his career, there isn’t much Russell hasn’t done 
onscreen. He’s portrayed cowboys, firemen, handymen, helicop- 
ter pilots, truck drivers, coaches, cops, crooks, journalists and 
therapists. In the Marvel hit Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 he 
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even played a living planet (who can take human form). He brings 
more than a half-century of film history and audience goodwill to 
any role he takes on. 

Russell has been bringing his own brand of confident cool to 
film for decades, and his fans may have trouble wrapping their 
heads around the notion that the perpetually youthful actor is 68. 
He’s spent almost 60 of those years in front of a camera, from his 
days as a childhood star to his modern-day films by Tarantino. 

In person, Russell hums with upbeat energy. His smile is 
charming, and his handsome, square-jawed, leading-man mug 
remains boyish, though lines now encroach on those notably blue 
eyes that hide behind a pair of black-rimmed Oakley glasses. His 
thick mane of hair, more salt now than pepper, reaches down to 
the collar of his pink, linen shirt. 

“1’m probably 15 pounds too heavy now,’ he says. Despite his 
self-assessment, he still has the confident physicality of an athlete 
in repose, a nod to his days as a very talented baseball player. 

Russell is a true rarity in the world of acting: he’s been a star at 
every stage of his career, starting as a young boy, and he’s worked 
steadily and constantly, with a nearly uninterrupted body of work 
that continues to this day. He was the lead in a network TV show at 
age 13, a star of popular Disney comedies in his teens and 20s, and 
is still busy in film—appearing in 23 movies over the past 20 years. 

“He’s the great underrated American actor,” says writer- 
director Ron Shelton, a longtime friend. “He’s doing some of the 
best work of his life right now,’ Shelton says. “He doesn’t get credit 
for his sheer range, which is breathtaking. Just getting through the 
ups and downs of a long career—you look at his filmography and 
there’s nobody with this range of stuff. I mean, he’s played Santa 
Claus.” Robert Towne, the legendary writer of Chinatown, once 
dubbed Russell “Hollywood’s best-kept secret.” 

John Carpenter, who launched Russell’s leading-man career 
with a string of films in the early 1980s, adds, “There’s a charisma 
to him. You like him immediately. That’s just who he is.” 

Ron Howard, who directed Russell in Backdraft, was himself 
an actor trying to make the transition from childhood work to 
more age-appropriate roles, and understands just how difficult it 
is to create a nearly lifelong career as a star. “There aren’t many 
actors with his longevity; that’s not easy for anybody,’ Howard 
says. “There aren’t many guys who start as kids and become leading 
men. He’s smart; he understands script and story. He’s chosen 
interesting projects and he is very choosy. When he brings his 
honest self to roles, he’s specific, organic and incredibly watchable. 
Plus he’s always been a strikingly good-looking guy.” 

Russell doesn’t take himself so seriously. The number of 
times his characters have been turned into action figures—nine— 
is the kind of thing that makes him chuckle with pride. 
Occasionally, Russell will jump up to act out a story, such as when 
he mimes the false modesty of a stage actor he once saw take an 
extended bow, his least-favorite part about working onstage. 
“It was nearly impossible for me,” he says. “I find it horribly 
embarrassing. Just run the credits, ya know?” 

Given the length and breadth of his body of work, Russell 
shakes his head in bemusement at his own continued enthusiasm 
for getting in front of a camera. “Actors who have done it a long 
time—I’m convinced we have some kind of condition,’ Russell 
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Russell has worked repeatedly with Quentin Tarantino (above), and in 
July the two will reunite with Once Upon a Time...In Hollywood (right). 


says. “After a while, you think: Haven’t you done it enough? But 
there’s something you don’t get anywhere else, that you keep 
coming back for, that gets you excited about doing it.” 

Russell also gets excited about smoking the occasional cigar, 
in and out of character. His Snake Plissken puffed cigarillos when 
he couldn’t find a cigarette, a running joke in Escape From L.A., 
the sequel to the 1981 classic Escape From New York, in which the 
entire city of Manhattan has been turned into a prison, and the 
ever-surly Plissken is sent in to rescue the president of the United 
States. In Tombstone, Russell plays reluctant lawman Wyatt Earp, 
calmly lighting a stogie while running a card game in the lawless 
town. In The Hateful Eight, his character’s smoke of choice is a 
briar pipe, which he puffs enthusiastically while chained to his 
prisoner, played by Jennifer Jason Leigh. 

Russell’s personal enjoyment of fine tobacco tends to take 
place when cigars come out at celebrations. “I like taking the 
time,” he explains. “It’s nice to stop and have a cigar with a drink. 
When someone offers, I usually say yes.” 

Despite his camera-loving looks and talent, Russell wasn’t 
ready to say yes to acting from the start. It was baseball that origi- 
nally called to Russell. His father, who died in 2003, played 
minor-league ball and coached Kurt in Little League. Young Kurt 
played shortstop and second base in high school, then moved up 
through the California Angels’ farm system to Class AA. He was 





leading the Texas League in hitting when a runner collided with 
him while Russell was turning a double play. He tore his rotator 
cuff in the shoulder of his throwing arm, an injury that essentially 
ended his baseball career at 23. 

“T was looking forward to a future in baseball,” says Russell. 
“What I love about baseball is that it’s black-and-white in the 
statistics. They tell how everybody is doing every day. I loved 
that. To change from that daily understanding of yourself to 
something else was tough. I was a good ballplayer. I was moving 
up the ladder quickly. The higher I went, the more sense it made. 
It took a while to adjust to not identifying myself as a ballplayer. 
I couldn’t put ‘actor’ on my passport for a long time.” 

Russell made his movie debut at age 12, kicking Elvis Presley 
in the shins in It Happened at the World’s Fair. He quickly racked 
up a string of guest appearances on network TV series and wound 
up playing the title character in “The Travels of Jaimie 
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SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Cigar 
smoking Can Cause Cancers Of The Mouth 
And !hroat, Even If You Do Not Inhale. 





CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: SPORTSPHOTO / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO; WEINSTEIN COMPANY / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO; EVERETT COLLECTION; AF ARCHIVE / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO; EVERETT COLLECTION 





i a 
- Fal ‘— 


McPheeters,” a network western, at the age of 13. 

“Kurt was the star,” said Tarantino, speaking before the place- 
ment of Russell’s star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 2017. “It 
was the only western show where the boy was the star. You had 
to have a cowboy guy to beat up people from time to time—and 
who he got as a costar was Charles Bronson!” 

Russell kept acting through his high-school years, with guest 
appearances on everything from “The Man from U.N.C.L.E.” to 
“Gilligan’s Island.” He also became a regular in Disney family 
films, including The One and Only, Genuine, Original Family Band 
(where he met Goldie Hawn). After the injury that ended his 
baseball dream, he became one of the studio’s biggest box-office 
stars of the 1970s. 

Disney kept him busy, but it was John Carpenter who made 
Russell a star in maturity. Carpenter was brought in to direct after 
Russell had been cast to play Elvis Presley in the TV miniseries 
“Elvis.” Russell needed to portray the rock ’n’ roll star from his 
early teens to his Las Vegas comeback in 1970. “As I watched and 
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Russell has played nearly everything, including firemen (Backdraft), a bounty hunter (Hateful Eight), a living 
planet (Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2), America’s hockey coach (Miracle) and the inimitable Snake Plissken. 
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directed him, I realized, he can do anything,” Carpenter says. “He 
can play anybody. He’s a mimic, and a genius at it.” 

Russell followed that Emmy-nominated breakout with a 
complete change: as the gravel-voiced, one-eyed, anti-hero Snake 
Plissken in Escape from New York. The role, with which he is 
most often identified, lead to The Thing and Big Trouble in Little 
China, all by Carpenter. “It was John Carpenter who gave me the 
chance to play characters in a number of movies, to establish 
myself,” says Russell. “My career would have been completely 
different without him.” 

Early in his career, when Russell started bringing home seri- 
ous paychecks as a preteen, his father told him, “You’re being 
paid a man’s salary, so you should do a man’s job. Know your 
lines, be ready to work.” To which Russell adds, “Really, that 
applies to anything in life.” 

Russell’s work ethic, says Shelton, is “old school in all the 
good ways.” Howard says: “He’s looking to make the scene fucking 
ereat. That is leadership in my opinion.” 
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For all of the major films with which he’s been associated, the 
list of films in which Russell was almost cast (or seriously dis- 
cussed) is nearly as impressive. In the 1970s, Russell spoke with 
filmmaker George Lucas about playing either Luke Skywalker or 
Han Solo in the then-untested Star Wars. He was involved with 
the planning of Bull Durham with writer-director Shelton, as the 
two swapped stories about their days in minor-league ball. But 
when Shelton pitched the film, he found that financing was 
contingent on Kevin Costner playing the lead. 

“That was close; that was a lot about me,” Russell recalls. “But 
Costner was hot at that point. It’s just part of the game. That’s the 
one I think it would have been the most fun to do. It all balances out.” 

Which is the message he and Goldie Hawn have tried to drill 
into their children, both from their marriage and her previous 
one, as the kids have come of age and launched themselves into 
acting careers. “What were we gonna say? No, don’t do this?” 
Russell says with a laugh. “Because they’d say, ‘You guys look like 
you have a pretty good life’ ” 

Russell and Hawn have been involved for 36 years—they 
became reacquainted in 1983 while working on Swing Shift, and 
they appeared together as warring, polar opposites in the 1987 
comedy Overboard. 
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“Goldie and I did try to make them understand 
that you have to do it for the work, because you 
want to, and not to create great wealth. Does it 
create fun? Yeah. If you enjoy the work, the process 
of acting, and you do it for that reason, then you 
can have a great time. It doesn’t get old. It’s great 
work, if you can get it.” 
So far, that hasn’t been a problem. Kate and 
Oliver Hudson, Hawn’s children from her mar- 
riage to Bill Hudson, have both had solid launches 
to their careers. Kate has been a star since she 
received an Oscar nomination for Almost Famous. 
Oliver has had a string of movie roles and starred 
in the network sitcom, “Splitting Up Together.” 
Son Wyatt Russell emulated his dad by choosing 
professional sports (hockey, rather than baseball), 
until an injury forced him to refocus on acting. He 
just finished starring in the second season of 
AMC’s “Lodge 49.” 
When he talks about Hawn, Russell just smiles. 
“Tf you’re lucky enough to have someone like Goldie 
Hawn come along and feel the way she feels, you’re 
just lucky,” he says. “Thirty-six years have gone by 
in a flash. I’m still in love. That doesn’t mean we 
don’t have to pay attention and work at it.” 
When it comes to working at it, Russell has 
plenty of things to keep him busy. There are his 
grandchildren, his airplanes and his various prop- 
erties and hobbies, none bigger than GoGi wines, 
his wine brand from Santa Rita, California. The 
wine—produced at Ampelos Cellars, and made by 
winemakers Peter and Rebecca Work—includes a 
Chardonnay called Goldie, and the GoGi brand 
pinot noir, an homage to Russell’s love of Burgundy, 

fostered by trips to France. 

He has no specific movie plans lined up, but given his body of 
work you know he’ll be appearing on the big screen again soon. 





“If you enjoy the work, 
the process of acting, 
it doesn't get old. It’s great 
work if you can get it.” 





Acting still excites him, still calls to him. There’s no telling when 
a tempting script might pop up. “I get excited reading something,” 
he says, that confident smile coming so easily to the face that has 
looked down from the big screen, again and again and again. 
“That’s what brings me out. It’s what always has. When I’m in 
cahoots with someone, I enjoy it. It gives me a sense of ease. I’m 
going to have fun today.” 


Contributing editor Marshall Fine ts critic-in-residence at The 
Picture House Regional Film Center in Pelham, NY. 
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| n February of 1947, Frank Sinatra arrived in 
Havana, Cuba, holding a suitcase filled with 
$2 million in cash. He was flanked by two 
mobsters from Chicago, the Fischetti brothers, 
Rocco and Charlie. 

The brothers were cousins of Al Capone, with 

long-standing reputations in the businesses of 
illegal gambling and killing. As bodyguards they 
were second to none—tough, loyal and connected 
at the highest levels of the Mob, which, at the 
time, was more robust and powerful than it had 
been since the glory days of Prohibition. 

Sinatra knew all this. As a fellow traveler of 
the Mob since his childhood in Hoboken, where 
the bent-nose “cafones” and aspiring wiseguys 
were a vibrant part of the local landscape, the 
singer had an affection for Mafiosi that bordered 

on idolatry. They took care of him, and he took 

care of them. This was why, arriving in Havana 

4a? with a heavy, undeclared fortune in his posses- 
PO >. ~ ( iO hit “~s sion, Sinatra was not overly concerned. 

™ — The Hotel Nacional staff had been alerted, though names 

The true sto ry of how gan esters were not mentioned. The hotel was one of the city’s most 


prestigious addresses, where celebrities were commonplace. 


sliced up Cuba and created But no one was supposed to know that Sinatra would be 





an Cc it p aygro un d staying there (he checked in under a false name), nor did they 
know the real name of the man to whom Sinatra was deliver- 
BY T.J. ENGLISH ing his cash-laden suitcase: Charles “Lucky” Luciano. 





Charles “Lucky” Luciano, photographed in Italy in 1947, was one of the leaders directing the Mob’s dominance of Cuba before the Revolution. 


62 


LEFT: APIC/GETTY IMAGES; OPPOSITE: AP PHOTO 


elamaalsw-VaalsvarerlamaateloMla 
Cuba during the days 


(@oro) er- lel | tal aloar- ale 
confident Meyer Lansky 
before Fidel Castro. 


tat 


7 





OT] oF es Kol eCelol arm c-iaer- lame larelaat-la @ixoler- Wm: lidalelbtod aimnal-mex-laalo) atom a le(-1emel -ver-lol-1ar-TeXo 





It was one of the most grandiose ventures the 


American Mob would ever undertake: to establish a base 
of operations in Cuba that would allow organized crime 


to function as an international conglomerate. 


Sinatra and Luciano went way back. The 
bond between the legendary organized crime 
figure and the singer was based partly on their 
ancestry from the same small town in Sicily. 
Furthermore, the story goes, Luciano had helped 
Sinatra out by settling some old debts and, more 
importantly, helping him out of an onerous con- 
tract with a famous bandleader. Frank was 
forever after indebted to the Honored Society. 

Weeks before Sinatra’s arrival, a who’s 
who of the American Mob had gathered in 
Havana for a major conference, presided over 
by Luciano and his closest gangster associate, 
Meyer Lansky. Sinatra’s cash delivery to 
Luciano constituted operational expenses for 
the Mob. Some of it would grease the wheels 
of corruption in the Cuban government; some 
of it would cover Luciano’s living expenses in 
Havana; and some of it would cover lavish 
meals for the mobsters as well as choice 
rooms at the Hotel Nacional, a Moorish/ 
Sevillian/Art Deco palace perched on a bluff 
overlooking the aquamarine Gulf of Mexico. 


The international star was but a bit player in this saga, the 
dimensions of which he likely knew little. The cash he had deliv- 
ered was seed money for one of the most grandiose ventures the 
American Mob would ever undertake: to establish a base of opera- 
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The Godfather Part II’s Hyman Roth (Lee 
Strasberg) was modeled after Lansky. 





tions in Cuba that would make it 
possible for organized crime to function as 
an international conglomerate. Fulfilling 
this plan would put the Mob beyond the 
reach of U.S. law enforcement. 

For many years, the story of the Mob 
in Havana would be relegated to folklore 
and fictionalization. The most popular 
version was The Godfather Part II. The 
Francis Ford Coppola film, which won the 
1975 Academy Awards for best picture, 
best director and a host of other catego- 
ries, devotes about 25 minutes of its 
three-hour-and-twenty-minute running 
time to Cuba. But those scenes are indelible 
for anyone who has seen the movie. 
Though fictionalized, the movie accurately 
captures the mood of Havana during the 
time of the Revolution, and even contains a 
scene that is based on the Mob conference 
of 1946. In the movie, a handful of mobsters 
gather ona sunny hotel rooftop to celebrate 
the birthday of an aging Hyman Roth, a 
Jewish mobster from New York who is in 
the midst of forging a partnership with a 
corrupt Cuban president. A birthday cake 
frosted with an image of the island of Cuba 
is sliced up, and the pieces are distributed 
among the assembled mobsters. 

It was understood even at the time of 
the film’s release that Hyman Roth was 
based on Lansky. A boyhood friend of Luci- 
ano and other seminal early 20th-century 
Mob bosses, Lansky was a Russian Jew with 
a good head for numbers. The portrayal of 
Meyer as the key architect in organized 
crime’s attempted takeover of Cuba was 
correct, but, in truth, Lansky in Havana was 
not an old man in ill health. He was in his 
mid-40s, the prime of life for a Mob boss. 
His efforts were focused and vigorous, as he 
sought to realize a dream that began in the 
days of Prohibition. 

The conference lasted for days, and 
some 23 high-ranking mobsters from 
around the U.S. took part. Supposedly, the 
decision to kill, or whack, Benjamin 
“Bugsy” Siegel, a lifelong friend of both 
Luciano and Lansky, was made then, based 
on the belief that Siegel had been skim- 
ming money from the construction budget 


of the Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas. Among other things, the con- 


ference reestablished Luciano—who had spent more than a decade 
in prison before being freed, then deported to Italy—as the de facto 
CEO of the Mob. His reemergence wouldn’t last long. Within days 
of the conference, the U.S. government learned that Luciano was 
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in Havana. The Justice Department pressured the Cuban govern- 
ment to send him back to Sicily, which it did in March 1947, 

On the surface, the deportation of Luciano seemed like a blow 
for the Mob and its plans of a criminal base of operations in Cuba, 
but the opposite was true. The real brains behind the plan was 
Lansky. At the Mob conference, Luciano had given Lansky’s plan 
his full approval and made sure each of the gangster bosses signed 
on. But Lansky knew that Luciano was headstrong. Since the 
1920s, Lucky had made much of his fortune from the smuggling of 
heroin, and Lansky did not want the Mob to have anything to do 
with narcotics in Cuba. He saw it as a threat to his view of an 
empire built almost entirely on casino gambling. 

With Luciano out of the way, Lansky could begin to formulate 
the kind of operation he had in mind for Cuba, one that was based 
on casino gambling, which was his forte. Even so, it would take 
another five years for all of the pieces to fall into place. The man who 
made it possible—Lansky’s partner in the plundering of Cuba—was 
none other than the president himself, Fulgencio Batista. 


ince the landing of Christopher Columbus in 1492, Cuba 
has been at the crossroads of many events of interna- 
» tional consequence. This history is best personified in 
- the city of Havana, which, to this day, is populated with 
more spectacular buildings and architectural flourishes 
than most any city in the Americas. Though much of it has fallen 





into disrepair, the ancient ruins of Havana still cast a spell, giving 
the city an air of great import. 

In the mid-20th century, few men understood the inner work- 
ings of Havana better than Batista. He had been born and raised on 
the opposite side of the island, in the cane-cutting municipality of 
Banes, in the province of Holguin. His beginnings were humble. At 
a time when black people and those of mixed race had little access 
to social advancement he was mestizo, the latter. But Batista had 
many traits that made him stand out: he was a hard worker in the 
cane fields; he also worked on the railroads and as a tailor, 
mechanic, charcoal vendor and fruit peddler. In 1923, when he 
joined the Cuban Army, he quickly distinguished himself through 
his personal discipline, his dedication and his leadership abilities. 
By 1933, through a rebellion within the ranks of the military known 
as the Sergeant’s Revolt, Batista—just 32 years old—emerged as the 
de facto head of the Cuban military. 

Throughout Cuba’s history, political turmoil was the norm. 
Presidents came and went at a stupefying rate. One president 
lasted five days in office. Others were toppled through military 
coups and violent uprisings. The military, not elected officials, 
emerged as the true power in Cuba. Which is why Lansky, as far 
back as 1933, set his sights on Batista. 

According to Joseph “Doc” Stacher, a friend and associate of 
Lansky’s since their childhood together on Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side, he was present on a day in 1933 when Lansky presented 
Batista with multiple suitcases filled with cash. In later meetings, 
Batista was given a guarantee of $3 million to $5 million a year, in 
exchange for a monopoly on casino gambling. Batista was also 
promised a cut of the profits. 

Lansky and Batista shook hands on this deal, but it would be close 
to two decades before the arrangement could be consummated. 








In 1940, Batista was elected president of Cuba. During his 
term, he played a pivotal role in instituting the country’s first 
constitution. This was a great point of pride for all Cubans. For 
Batista, though he was still relatively young, it was the crowning 
achievement of his career. So filled with a sense of accomplish- 
ment was Batista that he didn’t run for a second term as president. 
Instead, he retired to Daytona Beach, Florida, where he divorced 
his first wife and married his longtime mistress. 

Within months of the 1946 Mob conference in Havana, Lansky 
visited Batista in Daytona Beach and once again made a pitch: We 
need you back in Cuba. Everything is in place for us to achieve 
what we talked about many years ago. 

Batista’s return to Cuban politics was not pretty. Initially, he 
was elected senator in absentia from Las Villas province. In 1951, 
he ran for president, but just weeks before the election, a poll in 
the weekly magazine Bohemia showed him running a distant 
third in the race. Batista had clearly lost popularity with the 
national electorate, but he still held sway over the true ruling 
authority on the island: the military. 


Taking a spin at roulette at the Hotel Nacional in 1957. Havana was 
America’s playground at the time, and the action was run by the mob. 


On March 10, 1952, the military seized control of all radio 
stations and newspapers in Havana. Tanks and other combat 
vehicles drove through the city to the presidential palace, where 
then-President Carlos Prio Socarras was given the option to 
vacate the office of the presidency. Facing insurmountable odds, 
Prio fled with little resistance. Batista took over. 

One of Batista’s first directives as president was to appoint 
Lansky—one of America’s premier gangsters—as his adviser on 
gambling reform. It wasn’t as perverse as it sounds. The reputation 
of casino gambling in Cuba had hit the skids when Dana Smith, a 
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financial advisor to Sen. Richard Nixon of California, claimed that 
he’d been scammed at the San Souci, one of Havana’s better- 
known nightclub-casinos. Nixon wrote a letter to the U.S. State 
Department asking them to look into Smith’s claims. The State 
Department contacted the U.S. embassy in Havana, which 
launched an investigation into claims that gambling in Cuba was 
rife with scams and illegalities. 

Lansky was brought in to clean up the mess. He fired many of 
the dealers and brought in new ones from his “carpet joints” 
(illegal casinos) in South Florida, upstate New York and from his 
legal casinos in Las Vegas. He enforced rigid gaming regulations. 
Behind Lansky’s reforms was a simple premise: casinos needn’t 
rip people off to turn a huge profit. Especially in Havana, where 
there was no gaming commission, casino gambling was a license 
to print money. The Mob was the gaming commission. 


he Mob’s reign in Havana was relatively brief, lasting from 
1952 to 1959. It is now remembered as a storied era, with 
many legendary anecdotes and a colorful cast of characters, 
but at the time it was happening, very little of the goings on 
were reported in the U.S. press. Part of Cuba’s allure was that, 
even though it was just 90 miles off Florida, it was a foreign country 
outside the focus of American media. If there was a motto, it was: 
What happens in Havana, stays in Havana. 

It had always been the Mob’s plan to use entertainment as a 
draw to bring potential customers to Cuba. But what took place, 
even the Mob couldn’t have predicted. Indigenous Cuban culture— 
a vibrant, colorful mix of Afro-Cuban music and secret religious 
societies such as Santeria and Lucumi—became the inspiration for 
an entertainment scene that was, by most accounts, mind-blowing. 
Nightclubs became known for elaborate floor shows based on 
expressions of local culture. The showgirls were statuesque and 
exotic, and their costume changes tended to reveal voluptuous 
physiques and dreamy skin tones. The dancers—male and female— 
were magnificent. This style of entertainment would eventually 
become most commonly associated with Las Vegas, but it started 
in Havana. 

The music was often torrid, aggressively rhythmic and 
symphonically sophisticated, though the Havana Post, the 
island’s only English-language newspaper, often described it as 
“hot voodoo music” with an emphasis on the primal. At the 
Tropicana, the house band was led by Bebo Valdes, one of the 
most renowned composers on the island. Afro-Cuban music and 
Latin jazz existed at every level of the nightclub scene, from the 
fancy nightclubs to cocktail lounges, hotel bars and, especially, 
the late-night clubs where the scene became physical and sweaty, 
where tourists from Duluth and Akron were known to lose them- 
selves and throw caution to the wind. 

Sex, of course, was a big part of the draw: commercial sex, 
love, lust, extramarital sex, gay sex—you name it. It’s hard to 
know how much of this was planned by the mobsters. Havana 
had always been a sexual crossroads in the Caribbean, since the 
time of pirates and smugglers. But in the 1950s, the sheer origi- 
nality, sexiness and spontaneity of the scene elevated things to a 
level not experienced since the Belle Epoque in Paris. 

The best brothels in town were not owned or run by the Mob. 








A woman known as Donia Marina had a series of upscale bordel- 
los, including Casa Marina, a three-story building in Habana 
Vieja (Old Havana). El Templo de Marina was located alongside 
the Prado, one of the city’s premier locales for strolling. 

All of these establishments were a stone’s throw from the 
Sevilla Biltmore, a classy Spanish-style hotel and casino, built in 
1908. It was owned by Amleto Battisti, an Uruguayan of Italian 
ancestry who was an important associate of Lansky’s and other 
reigning Mob bosses in Havana. Because he was not American, 


Battisti was immune to Lansky’s prohibition on dealing narcotics. 
If you wanted marijuana or cocaine in Havana, it was sold at 
Longchamps Restaurant inside the Hotel Sevilla Arcade. 

Along with the gamblers and tourists came the celebrities. 
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A rare photo of Lansky (above, in white) taken in New York City on February 
12, 1958, the final year of his run as master of the Cuban underworld. 





By the mid-1950s, rumors abounded around the globe that the 
city of Havana was the place to be. The Mob’s involvement in 
the casinos and nightlife was not exactly a secret. When televi- 
sion host Steve Allen broadcast “The Steve Allen Show” live 
from Havana, he opened by saying to his viewers, “Welcome to 
Havana, Cuba, home of the pineapple and Meyer Lansky.” 

The presence of the Mob had become part of the attraction. 
You could maybe rub shoulders with a notorious crime figure at 
a casino or nightclub in Havana, and no cop or federal agent was 
ever going to question you about it. The discreetness of it all was 
appealing to celebrities, who usually came during the winter and 
made the place feel like the Monte Carlo of the Caribbean. 

Given the larcenous nature of organized crime, detailed Mob- 
authorized ledger books are like the Dead Sea Scrolls, impossibly 
rare and difficult to interpret. It’s hard to know exactly how much 
was being generated in the way of profits. Some of the money was 
funneled back into local operations, such as Lansky’s dream project, 
the Riviera, built for $14 million in 1957 (the equivalent today of 
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Lansky’s dream project, the Riviera Hotel & Casino in Havana, built for $14 million in 1957. 





$125 million). The hotel was self-financed ¥ 
by the Mob, like the Capri, the Deauville ; 
and others. 

The biggest benefactor of all may 
have been Batista. Every Monday at 12 \ 
noon, a bagman was allowed into the 
presidential palace through a side door. 
He carried with him a satchel filled with 
cash, part of a monthly payment of $1.28 
million that was to be delivered to the 
president. It was all so glorious that it 
should have lasted forever. Why would 
anyone shut this down? 

But far outside of Havana, things 
were not all well. Since Batista had taken 
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over the country in a military coup, many 
had not accepted him as a legitimate 
leader. Rumblings of dissent led to revo- 
lutionary activities, most notably the 26th 
of July Movement, led by Fidel Castro. 
Starting in 1955, that movement had been winning hearts and 
minds and gaining victories against the Cuban Army, mostly in the 
eastern part of the island. 

Havana was far removed from these activities, but still, indi- 
cations were that the Revolution was no joke. The chief of SIM 
(Servicio de Inteligencia Militar), Batista’s notorious military 
intelligence police, known for torturing and killing political 
dissidents, was assassinated in the lobby of the popular Montmartre 
nightclub and casino (owned by Lansky). Two months later, a 
bomb was set off by a young female revolutionary at The Tropicana 
nightclub. Many were injured; the bomber herself lost an arm. 
The violence was instilling fear and terror. 
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When Fidel Castro entered Havana in January 
1959, the Mob party was over. 














It may have worried Lansky as well. 
In 1958, in a series of secret meetings, he 
traveled to the Dominican Republic to 
meet with Rafael Trujillo, a Caribbean 
dictator with an even tighter strangle- 
hold on his country than Batista. Lansky 
was putting out feelers about the possi- 
bility of moving the entire Havana 
operation to the DR. But it was too late. 

It all came crashing down on New 
Year’s Eve. Lansky was with his driver at 
a party at the Plaza Hotel when an 
underling approached and whispered in 
his ear. The words caused Lansky to 
flinch. Batista had fled the country in the 
dead of night. Castro’s revolutionary guard 
was advancing toward the city. 

“Get the money,” Lansky ordered. He 
knew that if the revolutionaries were to 
flood into the city without resistance, the 
first thing they would do is go to the 
counting rooms of the casinos and seize 
the cash. The mobsters frantically 
rounded up millions of dollars and took it 
to a central location, hoping they could 
safeguard the money until they found a 
way to get it off the island. They were 
only partially successful. Their decades- 
long investment in Cuba as a gangster’s 
paradise was over. What they had created 
in Havana over the last six years had gone 
up in smoke. The mobsters scampered. 

Batista is believed to have absconded 
with $300 million, much of it having 
been transferred to Swiss bank accounts 
in the week leading up to New Year’s Day. 
In a safe in his office was $3 million in 
cash, which the revolutionaries found 
and showed off at a press conference. 
Apparently, Batista didn’t need it. Perhaps 
he left it behind as a tip. 

The casinos were shut down, and then, 
for a time, reopened. The mobsters negoti- 
ated with Castro, but when the new rulers 
made it clear there would be monitors in the counting rooms of the 
casinos, the jig was up. Rebels in the counting rooms? You can’t have 
rebels in the counting rooms. That’s where the money is stolen. 

The Cuban casinos were permanently closed, all assets 
seized by the provisional Cuban government. 

The American Mob took a huge hit—in prestige, pride and, 
most of all, financially. In Cuba, they made the ultimate gamble— 
and lost. As Lansky himself put it years later, trying to explain 
what happened: “I crapped out.” 
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T.J. English is the author of Havana Nocturne: How the Mob Owned 
Cuba And Then Lost it To the Revolution. 
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Tiger Woods returned to 
victory at the Masters In 
April, the site of his first 

major championship 





’m done,” Tiger Woods said. It 

was April 4, 2017, and he was at the 

Masters Club Dinner, a revered 

annual gathering of Masters greats. 
Nick Faldo, a fellow Masters champion, heard 
Woods say his golf days were over, that he had no 
future as a player, and he was sitting out the tour- 
nament for the third time in four years. The man 
who once seemed superhuman, a champion who 
crushed drives to unspeakable distances with an 
athletic build that redefined the very look of a 
pro golfer, had been rendered so feeble that he 
needed a nerve blocker to dull the pain so he 
could sit in his chair at the dinner. 

Aseries of back surgeries had failed to correct 
his failing body. But shortly after the meal, Woods 
was taking one more shot in the operating room. 
He underwent spinal fusion surgery in Texas in 
an attempt to try to live a life without pain. 

Now two years later, his game fused and his 
competitive soul restored, 43-year-old Tiger 
Woods walked off the 18th green of Augusta 
National on April 14 to don the winner’s green 
jacket—his green jacket—for the fifth time. As the 
patrons called his name in celebration, the air 
filled with electric emotions. For the first time 
Woods got to hug his children, Sam and Charlie, 
after a major victory. 

“Tt means the world to me. Their love and their 
support, I just can’t say enough how much that 
meant to me throughout my struggles when I really 
just had a hard time moving around,” Woods said 
shortly thereafter. His daughter Sam, age 12, and 
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son Charlie, 10, were so young that they grew up 
not knowing their dad as the dominant force on the 
golf course. For them, the game of golf was just 
something causing their father great pain. 

It had been nearly 11 years since Woods had 
won a major, the 2008 U.S. Open at Torrey Pines, 
and 14 years since he last won the Masters. In 
September 2018, he won the Tour Championship, 
his first victory in five years. It was the mark of an 
extraordinary comeback from the ravages of 
injury and fueling the belief that yes, he can still 
do this. And now, with his 15th major, his chase of 
Jack Nicklaus’ record of 18 is officially back on. 

President Donald Trump awarded Woods 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom in May in 
celebration of his Masters win and his remark- 
able career. Woods became only the fourth golfer 
in history to receive the award, joining Nicklaus, 
Arnold Palmer and Charlie Sifford. 

“You’ve seen the good and the bad, the highs 
and the lows,” said an emotional Woods to his 
family and friends after he received the medal. 
“The amazing Masters experience that I just had 
a few weeks ago certainly is part of the highlight 
of what I’ve accomplished so far in my life on the 
golf course.” 

The Masters has been central to Woods’ 
achievement, his acclaim and his adoration. 
From his first historical win in 1997, to back-to- 
back victories in 2001 and 2002, to his fourth 
win in 2005, Augusta National always seemed to 
be the perfect stage. Finally, after 14 years, he 
was able to make his encore. 
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Two years after declaring his golf _ 


days were over, Tiger Woods 
stood victorious at Augusta, 
winning his 15th major. 








The Age of Tiger Begins 

There was a mountain of expectation as Woods, at age 21, played 
his first Masters as a professional in 1997. He played the first round 
with defending champion Faldo, a six-time major winner who had 
seen and heard everything, until now. “No player before had ever 
walked to the first tee with eight policemen around him to lead 
him to the tee,” said Faldo. “It was a whole different aura around 
him. It was amazing.” 

It wasn’t an amazing start. Woods opened with four bogeys 
on the front nine, but he 
ripped apart the back nine, 





The Masters 


U.S. Open 


British Open 


Total Majors 


14 


Major victories by 
Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods, 
who have won more majors 
than anyone else. 


PGA Championship 


In 1997, Tiger Woods became the youngest player to ever win the 
Masters. He celebrated by hugging his father, Earl. 


shooting 30 and posting a 70. Woods shot 66 on Friday to 
lead by three. On Saturday he shot 65, pushing his lead to 
nine. “There is no chance humanly possible that Tiger 
Woods is going to lose this tournament,” said his chastened 
playing partner, Colin Montgomerie. 

Woods won by an astounding 12 shots and made 
history for his youth (he was the youngest to ever win 
the Masters), his margin of victory and his ethnicity. 
Not long after Woods had hugged his father, Earl, and 
mother, Kultida, Lee Elder was spotted under the mas- 
sive oak in front of the Augusta National clubhouse. 

Elder was the first black player to play in the Masters, 

in 1975, after the tournament changed its policy in 

1972 to invite any player who won a PGA Tour event. 
“This day will be one glorious and happy day for all blacks,” 
said Elder. “No one will be turning their heads when a black 
player goes to the first tee anymore.” 


The Tiger Slam 
Woods entered the 2001 Masters playing the best golf of his 
career, likely the best golf that had ever been played. He won 
the 2000 U.S. Open by 15 shots, following that with an eight- 
stroke victory in the British Open and a playoff win at the 
PGA Championship. That victory put him with Ben Hogan 
as the only two players to 
win three majors in a year. 





Total Majors 


TOP: AUGUSTA NATIONAL/GETTY IMAGES; BOTTOM LEFT: JAMIE SQUIRE/GETTY IMAGES; BOTTOM RIGHT: AUGUSTA NATIONAL/GETTY IMAGES; OPPOSITE: DAVID CANNON /GETTY IMAGES 


The pain and injury 
endured by Tiger Woods 
oll alate Malem (ste levalets] a mets] c=12) 







May 2010 ~~ 


Withdraws from Players Championship , 
with inflamed facet joint. | 
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March 2014 
Lower back spasms force him to 
withdraw from the Honda Classic. 











April 2014 


S101 0012) AVanie) ares ©)ialeial=\emal-lavismiamalls 
back, misses the Masters. 


S oN 
September 2015 " : 
Second surgery on nerve; doctors , 
remove a disc fragment. - 
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LEFT WRIST 
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rough, withdraws from U.S. Open. 
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' Woods, an 18-year-old amateur, has 
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June 2008 


Reconstructive ACL surgery. 


April 2011 
Withdraws from the Wells Fargo 
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May 2011 
Diagnosed with a sprained MCL. 





LEFT TIBIA 


April 2008 


Two stress fractures in his left tibia. 


LEFT AGHILLES 


/ April & May 2011 


Multiple strains to his Achilles. 
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He had fallen just short of the Grand Slam, defined as winning 
all four majors in one year. 

Woods opened the 2001 Masters with a 70 and as Sunday morn- 
ing dawned, he had a one-shot lead. David Duval challenged him on 
that final day and pulled into a tie for first with a birdie on the 15th. 
But Duval put his tee shot on 16 into the water and Woods cruised 
home with a 68 for the win. Woods now was the reigning champion 
of all four major tournaments. He held the Tiger Slam. Augusta 
National chairman Hootie Johnson summed it up at the award cer- 
emony: “We have witnessed the greatest golfing feat of our time.” 





President Donald Trump presents Woods with the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom on May 6. Woods is only the fourth golfer to receive the award. 


2002 Just Too Good 

Woods didn’t dominate this tournament, or did he? He started 
with a 70 (do you see a theme developing here?) and was three 
shots behind the leader, but by the final day he was tied for the 
lead with Retief Goosen, the No. 4 player in the world. But funny, 
even eerie things, sometimes happen when Woods’ name is on 
the leaderboard. 

On Sunday, Goosen started out poorly and fell back. Ernie Els, 
who was four back to start the day, tried to make things happen on 
the par-5 13th, but found the water and made 8. Sergio Garcia, fifth 
in the world, chopped it around in 75. Singh, who was seventh in 
the world, dunked two balls in the pond on the 15th to make a 9. 

All Woods had to do was cruise through Augusta National cloaked 
in his intimidating aura, shooting 71 to win by three over Goosen, who 
wondered if his second-place finish earned him a pair of green pants. 
“T don’t care what any of these guys say about not looking at him 
or not noticing what he’s doing,” said Wood’s father, Earl. “Tiger 
intimidates through osmosis. You feel it. It freaks people out.” 


2005 The Pregnant Pause 


There’s one thing you probably remember about the 2005 Masters: 
the chip. Woods had cleared the pond but missed the green left on 
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the 16th hole. He was far from the pin, and facing a delicate shot on 
the par 3. Commentator Lanny Wadkins speculated that it would 
be tough for him to get it within 15 feet. Woods sent his ball on a 
long, 11-second journey. It climbed the slope and then slid down to 
the cup where, with the Nike swoosh in full view, it took another 
two seconds to fall in for a birdie. The gallery exploded. 

Woods left the hole with a two-shot lead, but he started 
“throwing up” on the final two holes, making bogeys. He ended 
up in a sudden death playoff with Chris DiMarco. Replaying the 
18th, Woods said he hit two of the best shots he had struck all 
week, a three-wood and an eight-iron. After DiMarco made par, 
Woods drained an 18-foot birdie putt to win his first major since 
the 2002 Masters. 


2019 Resurrection 

Woods trailed by four after his opening round of 70, was one back 
after the second round and two back after the third. Leading the 
pack on the final day was Francesco Molinari, who won the 2018 
British Open in a final-round battle with Woods. 

Because of threatening weather the players went off early in 
threesomes, rather than the traditional pairs. Woods was playing 
with Molinari and Tony Finau, who began the day tied with Woods. 
On this Sunday, Woods did what he had to do, and the others 
didn’t. Molinari and Finau found the water on the 12th, while Tiger 
put the ball in the middle of the green and two-putted for par, 
pushing him into a three-way tie for first. Molinari faded in the 
final round, shooting a 74, with two double bogeys on the back 
nine. Finau shot 72. With his two-under-par 70, Woods was a Mas- 
ters champion again, for the first time coming from behind to win 
a major. He walked off the 18th at Augusta for a one-shot victory. 

“It’s an unreal feeling,’ said Woods. “Just to have it all come 
together at the right time—this is what we dream about.” 
Given what he had gone through over the last four seasons, and 
given the respect he has among fellow players, the emotional 
reaction was mix of awe and reverence. “It’s just a monsoon of 
people,” said Brooks Koepka, who finished in a tie for second. “As 
a fan, I love it. I think it’s awesome. I’m glad he’s back.” 

Brodcaster Jim Nantz, who has been a part of Masters cover- 
age since 1986, proclaimed Tiger’s victory the greatest event he 
had ever seen. In the booth as he called the Masters, he was on 
the air with Nick Faldo, the three-time Masters champion who 
heard Tiger speaking at the dinner in 2017, saying that his playing 
days were over, that injury was writing the end to his career. Now 
the two were watching as a jubilant Woods hugged his young 
children and pumped his fist in the air as the crowd roared his 
name, over and over again. 

“T never thought we would see anything that could rival the 
hug with his father in 1997—but we just did,” said Nantz. “One of 
the great comebacks in any sport. All time.” 

“T said, moons ago, if he can win his 15th that will be his great- 
est achievement. And after what he’s been through, he’s come 
pretty close to that,” said Faldo. “That will be the greatest scene 
in golf forever.” 

Tiger Woods and the Masters—to be continued. 


Jeff Williams is a CIGAR AFICIONADO contributing editor. 
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
CROWW ROYAL BLACK Blended Canadian Whisky. 45% Ale/Vol. The Crown Royal Company, Norwalk, CT. 
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The Big Smoke Weekend Is a jam-packed cigar experience! 
The three-day event includes two Big Smoke Evenings featuring 
a fantastic line-up of premium cigars to collect and enjoy, plus 
exciting daytime seminars with Cigar Aficionado editors and 
renowned cigarmakers. 





TICKETS ON SALE NOW at LasVegasBigSmoke.com 


BIG SMOKE EVENINGS 
November 15th and November 16th 
5:30-9:30 PM 
Enjoy collecting 30+ premium cigars, sipping cocktails, spirits and beer, mingling 
with cigarmakers and smoking with friends. 


WEEKEND CIGAR SEMINARS 


November 16th and November 17th 


Two days of sit-down cigar and tobacco related seminars featuring Cigar Aficionado's 
editors and renowned cigarmakers from across the industry. 


Seminar Program 
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The tradition of sharing the top cigars of the year 
as presented by their makers continues with an 
extraordinary trio: 

* No. 1: E.P. Carrillo Encore Majestic 

* No. 2: La Opulencia Toro 

* No. 3: The Wise Man Maduro Robusto 
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Ligero: the most powerful tobacco varietal. Three 
noteworthy tobacco men discuss growing and 
eee this pide varietal. 
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Cigarmakers and retallere discuss ways to help in 
the fight against FDA regulations and restrictions 
of premium cigars. 
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Learn RoW to build A Cuban cigar oaumaaien and 
invest in cigars that appreciate in value. 


, 4 i ii hk . az 4 — —_— 2 ae set I 
il -_ i Le i i ‘ 7 q J i Lal | 
| ; 


VV , Pease eo Fh By andl feex | 
“a EWE -— L_mis. : & 4 fawn i 4 ari a & 
A discussion by prominent women in the cigar 
business. 
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Leath to roll your own cigar like a pro and then 
enjoy the fruits of your labor! 
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The aie thing betber Gan a great cigar is a glass 
of something delicious to go with it. 
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Robusto Grande 5'/2 x 56 
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Old-time methods 
apture the essence 
of Mexico’s 


atone Keyat-V my orbake 
BY GORDON MOTT 


A REPOSADA, a chocolate-brown mule, is pulling a 

two-ton volcanic stone wheel in a circle around 
a 20-foot-wide pit brimming with a dark, fibrous mass of agave 
hearts that gurgles with each pass. Bees are swarming around 
the 20-foot-high chamber of the Siete Leguas Centenario 
distillery on a hot May morning in Atotonilco El Alto, beckoned 
by the sweetness of the cooked agave. Two huge stone ovens sit 
open on one side of the cream-colored stucco walled room 





Pouring a tempting glass of Gran 
Patron, a Tequila made from 100 
percent blue agave, at the Patron 

distillery in Jalisco, Mexico. 





There is a Tequila boom going on, and in the U.S., consumption of the spirit has heen experiencing 
louble-digit orowth. Nearly every major drinks company has made huge investments in the segment. 


where more hearts, known as pifas, sit awaiting their fate of 
being crushed under the weight of the stone. They were steamed 
for 72 hours, and after a full day of exuding their heat, they have 
finally cooled, and are ready to be tossed into the pit. 

Across on the other side of Atotonilco, at the sprawling rose- 
colored hacienda-style buildings of the Patron distillery, much 
the same process is taking place. There’s no four-legged animal 
pulling the tahona here; instead a large motor in a yellow metal 
housing with two rubber wheels pulls a similar two-ton wheel 
around a pit brimming with the dark, caramelized agave hearts. 
Some of Patron’s 30 stone ovens sit along one wall of the clean, 
industrial room. Patron cooks its agave hearts for up to 79 hours— 
longer than most distilleries—before they are loaded into the pits. 

Two distilleries. Two brands. One, Siete Leguas, is approaching 
nearly 75 years in operation and producing around 100,000 cases 
a year. The other, Patron, founded in 1989 by Jean Paul DeJoria 
and Martin Crowley, has raced past 2.4 million cases a year, a fact 
reflected in the gigantic distillery grounds and buildings. Both 
rely on a traditional approach to making Tequila. 

When examined closely, Tequila is among the most complicated 
liquors to bring to fruition. Far away from its somewhat sullied 
reputation in the United States, and other global markets, 
Tequila—in its finest 100 percent agave form—is an artisanal 
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product that takes up to 10 years to produce. The planting, the 
care and protection of the fields and the harvesting are still all 
done by hand. When done properly, it’s a transformation of a 
plant that survives in one of the harshest growing areas in the 
world, without any irrigation, into a product that in its finest 
forms tastes of the land from which it has come. 

The universe of Tequila production is vast, and highly regulated. 
To be called Tequila, the liquor must be derived from only one type 
of plant: agave tequilana var. Weber agave, also known as agave azul, 
or blue agave, can only be grown in five Mexican states. Blue agave 
is a spiky, succulent plant. When it reaches maturity at between 
eight to 10 years, its sweet heart can weigh as much as a man—150 
to 200 pounds—although most are 60 to 100 pounds. 

There is a Tequila boom going on, and in the United States, 
consumption of the spirit has been experiencing double-digit 
srowth in recent years, particularly at the high end. In 18 years, 
the market for 100 percent blue agave Tequila has soared from a 
mere 8.6 percent of the market to more than 57 percent, according 
to Impact Databank. Nearly every major drinks company has 
made huge investments in Tequila. In April 2018, Bacardi completed 
its acquisition of the massive Patron brand—the biggest luxury 
Tequila brand in the U.S.—complementing its 2002 purchase of 
Cazadores. Brown-Forman imports El Jimador. Constellation 
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brands has Casa Noble. LVMH bought Volcan de Mi Tierra, and 
relaunched it in 2018. And in 2017, Diageo put down $750 million 
for George Clooney’s Casamigos brand, with incentives that 
could push the deal to $1 billion. Casamigos, with 68.9 percent 
srowth in 2018 alone, is the top-growing luxury Tequila brand in 
the U.S. market, according to Impact. 

Diageo had already been a significant player in Tequila with 
Don Julio, one of the early premium brands originally under the 
Jose Cuervo umbrella. “We started with small, square brown 
bottles and everyone copied us. We started making more reposado 
and they copied us,” says Enrique de Colsa, general manager of 
the Don Julio distillery in Atotonilco. “So I’m not going to tell you 
all our secrets because soon everyone will copy us.” Depletions of 
Don Julio soared 38 percent in 2018, to 745,000 cases, making it 
No. 2 in the U.S. behind Patron, according to Impact. 

All this interest in Tequila is putting strains on the industry, 
starting right in the fields. To keep up with demand, producers 
are significantly stepping up their plantings. 

On a drive to the State of Jalisco, which is to Tequila what 
Napa and Sonoma are to California wine, an entire field of agave 
comes into view. In the shadow of the sun, the leaves turn almost 
evergreen, but as the car passes the field and the sunlight hits 
them directly, their telltale bluish hue—some might say glacier 
esreen—hits the eye. 

Making Tequila is a slow process, and it all begins here in the 
fields. The plants grow from shoots called hijuelos that are already 
at least one to two years old, and then they are replanted into the 
eround, left to grow for another five and a half to up to eight years, 
depending on the region. The agave plants are not harvested at the 
same time. In some fields, the harvest is extended over three sea- 
sons, because despite their best efforts to maintain a consistent size, 
there are inevitable differences in shade, water, even bigger plants 
that overshadow their smaller neighbors. Empty fields are plowed 
under, fertilized with compost and other nutrients and planted 
with corn or beans for one to two seasons in acrop rotation method 
that naturally restores the nutrient energy of the land. 

When agave plants are mature, they are harvested by workers 
known as jimadores, who toil with only the aid 
of a heavy, long-handled pole with a sharp 4 * . [| 
blade like a rounded spade, known as a coa. It’s ; 
an arduous, labor-intensive process that’s not 
for the meek. 

A visitor watches as Memo, the oldest of a 
eroup of jimadores in a field that’s part of 
Tequila Tapatio’s lands, shows off his skills 
learned after 40 years in the fields. Memo 
raises and lowers the blade of his coa with 
precision, his moves disguising the 20-pound 
weight of the tool. He slices off the spiky leaves 
known as pencas with swift swipes—there can 
be 160 leaves on one agave alone—having 
already cut under the plant to release it from its 
root system. By the time he is done, the heavy 
pina is a checkerboard of white and small green 
strips. After being shaved, most will be hacked 
in half, then carried to the oven to be steamed. 


Massive agave plants are hand- 
shorn of their leaves in the fields, 
then brought to the distillery to be 
steamed and then crushed. 
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Tasting pieces of the cooked agave is like sucking on a caramel 
lollipop. The caramelized juices begin to show the esters associ- 
ated with better Tequilas...orange, chocolate, even cinnamon. 
The cooking has transformed the sugary liquid into a substance 
that can be fermented after the pifias are crushed. 

Then, it’s off to the fermentation tanks. The ideal is around 
30 degrees centigrade, or 86 degrees Farenheit. Much hotter, and 
you kill the yeast. Much cooler, and the yeast won’t work. From 
there, the juice is pumped into stills. After filtering, it comes out 
of the still clear at about 55 percent alcohol. It will be diluted 
down to the standard of 40 percent alcohol (80 proof), depending 
upon the type of product it is destined to become. 

Mexico’s Tequila Regulatory Council (CRT) monitors every 
agave field in the country with a DNA record and a soil registry 
database, and CRT inspectors visit every one of the 155 certified 
distilleries that produce Tequila every day to take samples. 
Random samples are also taken in retail outlets in Mexico and 
around the world to ensure that the Tequila in the bottle matches 
the samples. Despite the scrutiny, there is no requirement to use 
tahonas, or open wooden fermentation tanks or copper stills, the 
crux of traditional methods. And for makers like Patron and Siete 


| 





Jalisco, Mexico, the epicenter of Tequila production. Tourists (above) sample the spirit 
during a distillery crawl. At top right, an enthusiast shows his love of Tequila. 
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Leguas, both use the old-fashioned tahona for a portion of their 
production, and each also has mechanical mills to grind and 
extract the sugar liquid from the agave. Nearly all of their products 
are a mix of the two processes. After the crush, each producer 
relies on an exclusive combination of techniques for fermenta- 
tion with proprietary yeasts and a specific selection of 
copper-pot-still distillations to produce a unique flavor profile 
associated with their respective brands. 


arlos Camarena is the owner of La Altefa distillery in Jalisco’s 
Los Altos region, renowned for high-quality agave. He is 
pouring shot glasses of three different Tequilas from his 
distillery. It’s about 11 a.m., and the first truckloads of the 
daily harvest of pifas are arriving in the large concrete 
courtyard of the brick walled distillery. A CRT car is already 
parked outside, and the inspector is inside talking with the men 
who are running the stills. It’s the third generation of the same 
family of distillers, and the fourth generation is in training. 

Camarena produces El Tesoro de Don Felipe, a 100 percent 
tahona-crushed Tequila; Tequila Tapatio, a traditional milled 
Tequila from wooden fermentation vats and copper stills; as well 
as Tequila Ocho, made with agave from single fields 
relying on terroir for some of its character. Each year, 
agave from one or two of the fields is distilled and 
bottled, and since it takes at least eight years for agave 
to mature, consumers won’t see the same bottling 
again for that many years. Each of his Tequilas repre- 
sent different variations on how the spirit can be 
produced: tahona, milled, and terroir specific, the 
latter the most unusual category in the Tequila world. 

As we taste the two Tequila Ochos, a 2016 Los 
Patos and 2016 Potrero Grande, the blancos destroy 
the myth that distillates cannot taste differently. The 
Los Patos has a more tropical fruit note while the 
Portrero Grande smacks of dry raspberry. Both have 
long finishes. Alongside them, the Tapatio blanco is 
peppery, with a more restrained aroma. Each one dif- 
ferent. Each one unmistakably from agave with that 
telltale vegetal and earthy character. 

Tequila is divided into five different types that 
reflect the amount of aging. Blanco (also called silver or 
plata) is bottled within 60 days, although it can remain 
longer if stored in stainless steel tanks. Reposado is aged 
in oak for at least 60 days, but not more than a year. 
Joven is acombination of blancos and resposados. Anejo 
must be oak-aged for at least one year and not more than 
three, and Extra Afejo is aged for three years or longer 
in oak. Some producers blend categories, but any blend 
must bear the designation of its youngest liquid. 

Juan Fernando Gonzalez de Anda, one of seven 
brothers who oversee Siete Leguas, the home of the 
mule, La Reposada, has just led a visitor through the 
Centenario distillery and is sitting at a long wooden 
table in a room with 20-foot-high, wood-beamed ceil- 
ings with his production manager, Arturo Valle. He 
pours out several Tequilas to taste. 
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Loch Lomond Distillery is one of the most 
innovative in the Scotch Whisky industry creating 
a range of single malts using more than one type 
of still. Each is a fine example of the distilling 
techniques employed at Loch Lomond Distillery 
resulting in a rich and characterful Single Malt range. 


LOCH LOMOND 

12 YEAR OLD 

This exquisite |2 Year Old Single Malt with 
floral notes of peach blossom and vanilla 
has the characteristic hint of peat and 
smoke found in Loch Lomond whiskies. 


Aged in three types of cask - bourbon, 
refill and re-charred — this whisky is brought 
together to deliver a perfectly balanced 
Single Malt under the watchful eye of 
Michael Henry our Master Distiller. 


. DOUBLE GOLD 
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LOCH LOMOND ORIGINAL: 
SINGLE MALT WHISKY 

Loch Lomond Original Singie Malt Whisky is 
distilled from Scotland's finest ingredients and 
carefully matured, before being married in the 
finest oak casks for the perfect harmony of 
flavour and aroma. 


The result is an elegant and full bodied whisky 
with a smoothness making this exceptionally 


easy to drink, 


A Single Malt Scotch whisky with a distinctive 
background character with a hint of smoke and peat. 





feon, 4 San Francisco World Spirits 


Competition 1 gn. 
LOCH LOMOND A 


I8 YEAR OLD 

Our 18 Year Old has been maturing in the 
finest oak barrels chosen by Tommy Wallace, 
our Master Cooper at the time. 


Time and nature has been allowed to bring out 
the sweeter character of the wood with a subtle 
characteristic hint of peat and smoke ensuring 

a well balanced finish. Loch Lomond 18 year 
old is non chill-filtered, to keep things just as 
nature intended. 
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Competition 
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The 2019 Els for Autism Golf Challenge consists 


of 14 regional events across the United States. 
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APRIL Austin, TX 
Entry Fee: $650 
15 The Stadium Course at 
APRIL TPC Scottsdale 
Scottsdale, AZ 
Entry Fee: $650 
29 Duke University Golf Club 
APRIL Durham, NC 
Entry Fee $600 


O01 Old Marsh Golf Club 
MAY Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
Entry Fee: $725 
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FIND OUT MORE : AND 
REGISTER AT E4AGOLF.COM 
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2019 ELS FOR AUTISM '~ GOLF CHALLENGE SCHEDULE 


Windsong Farm Golf Club 49 Conway Farms Golf Club 
Maple Plain, MN AUG Lake Forest, IL 
Entry Fee: $600 Entry Fee $950 
TPC Sugarloaf % Harbour Town Golf Links 
Dyvilthasmmey-\ Nive Hilton Head Island, SC 
Entry Fee: $950 Entry Fee $650 
Philadelphia Country Club 29 CordeValle Golf Club 
Gladwyne, PA Nile; San Martin, CA 
Entry Fee: $1,000 Entry Fee $1,100 
ere FS ACIAGIT 09 The Club at Carlton Woods 
Owings Mills, MD SEPT The Woodlands, TX 
Entry Fee: $1,200 ai Entry Fee $650 
The Club at Snoqualmie Ridge 17 haus Nationa Golf Club 
Snoqualmie, WA SEpT Bedminster 
Entry Fee: $650 Bedminster, NJ 

| | Entry Fee $1,500 
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TEQUILA I 


Buy true Tequila. Premium Tequila is made solely from 
blue agave. A secondary version of the spirit, known 
as mixto, can contain up to 49 percent non-agave 
Sugars, USUually Sugar Cane juice or corn-based sugars. 
It’s often distilled in bulk, exported and bottled outside 
of Mexico. Be sure your bottle has the words 100 
oercent blue agave and “Hecho en Mexico.” 


All Tequila is mezcal, but not all mezcal is Tequila. 
Mezcal is any agave-based spirit, but to be called 
Tequila the spirit must be made from blue agave 
grown in one of five Mexican states Known as the 
Denominacion de Tequila: Jalisco, Guanajuato, 
Michoacan, Nayarit or Tamaulipas. About 80 percent 
of blue agave comes from Jalisco. 












Older isn’t necessarily better. Tequila is classified by 
age, but don’t dismiss blanco, the youngest variety, 
with no more than 59 days of aging. It’s the choice of 
many Tequila distillers, who can drink anything they 
wish. “That’s what | drink,” says Juan Fernando 
Gonzalez de Anda of Siete Leguas. 








“This is what we do every day,” he says, sipping on the Tequilas 
in front of him. “We sample the day’s production from our stills 
and blend each day’s output to come up with the exact flavor 
profile we want in our blancos.” The blanco, of course, serves as 
the base for all the aged Tequilas, which for Siete Leguas means 
eight months in used oak barrels for the Reposado, 24 months in 
barrel for the Afiejo and five years in wood for the Extra Afiejo, 
although they add some even older Tequilas into the final blend. 
Each distillery and each brand may establish its own aging periods 
depending on the taste profile they prefer. 

Juan Domingo Beckmann Legorreta, the 50-something scion 
of Jose Cuervo Tequila, the largest Tequila producer in the world, 
is holding court with his Maestro Dobel, a brand known in Mexico 
as Maestro Tequilero. His family has been making Tequila since 
the 18th century, and the distillery across the street from where he 
is sitting was founded in 1795. There is a range of Tequilas in front 
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of him, including two prototypes that will become a line extension 
to the brand. Everyone is sitting at a 60-foot-long bar that repli- 
cates an old Cuervo factory store from the 19th century. It is clear 
Beckmann’s pride is on display because the ultra-premium line 
extension was created under his watch. 

One thing that sets the brand apart is the fact that all the 
agave used in the annual production is harvested during the peak 
dry season months of late February to May. This is when the 
agave reaches its peak sugar concentration because the plants 
have begun to dehydrate from the long stretch of hot, dry weather. 

Beckmann talks proudly about his family’s stocks of aged 
Tequila. “No one has the kind of older Tequilas that we have,” he 
says. “It is one of the treasures of our family.” 

For Beckmann, the family’s Tequilas animate him. 

“T don’t have a lot of romantic words to use,” Beckmann says. 
“But I love that these have a sweetness, of aguamiel [agave syrup], 
not of bee honey. It’s so agreeable. And there’s a touch of wood. 
I just love it.” 

At lunch in the family hacienda grounds in Tequila, where a 
plaque traces the family tree back to the year 1758, Beckmann 
recalls the arc of Tequila’s growth over the last 40 years in Mexico. 
“My dad used to hide his afejo Tequila under the table at his 
friends’ kids’ weddings back in the ’80s, because it was considered 
a drink of the people, not of the upper class,” Beckmann says. 
“That certainly isn’t true today.” 
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The Wine Spectator California Scholarship Foundation presents: 


SAN FRANCISCO | NEW YORK 


1000 Stories 

1792 

A.D, Laws 

A. Smith Bowman 
Ardbeg 

Arran 

Baker’s 

Balcones Distilling 
The Balvenie 
Basil Hayden’s 
The Benriach 


Blackened American 


Blanton’s 
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Booker’s Bourbon 
Bowmore 
Brenne 
Bruichladdich 
BitieleM eles 
Bushmills 
Connemara 
Compass Box 
David Nicholson 
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Devil's River 
Dravelws 

Dingle 

Dry Town Gin 
Eagle Rare 
Elijah Craig 
Few Spirits 
Four Roses 
Gentleman Jack 
George T. Stage 
Glen Grant 


The Glendronach 


ei Saritecetten! 
Glenglassaugh 
Glengoyne 
Glenmorangie 


Gooderham & Worts 
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Heaven's Door 


Henry McKenna 


Hibiki 


High West 
Estate 





Jack Daniel's 

Jim Beam 

John & Allisa’s 
Jura 

Kavalan 
Knappogue Castle 
Knob Creek 
Laphroaig 
Larceny Bourbon 
Binetem piece) 
Longbranch 

Lot 40 

Maker’s Mark 
Michter’s 

Minor Case Rye 
Mossburn 

Nikka 
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December 3, 2019 
More than 375 whiskies will be poured. Find a new favorite! 


Old Elk 
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Old Fitzgerald 
Old Forester 
Old Pulteney 


Old Rip Van Winkle 


Pappy 


Parker's Heritage 


Collection 
Peerless 
Pike Creek 
Pikesville 


The Real McCoy 


Rebel Yell 


Russell’s Reserve 


Sagamore Spirit 
Sazerac 

The Sexton 
Shiite 

Stagg, Jr. 
Stranahan’s 
Tamdhu 


A limited number of Early Bird tickets 
are still available at WhiskyFest.com 


Taylor 
Templeton Rye 
Tincup 
Toki 
Tomatin 
Weller 
Westland 
Wheatley Vodka 
WhistlePig 
Widow Jane 
Wild Turkey 
Williame Larue 
Weller 
Woodford Reserve 
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Yellowstone 


Whisky list is subject to change 
Not all whiskies available in all cities. 





Make This the Year You Attend WhiskyFest, 
The Ultimate Evening for Whisky Lovers! 














e Taste from a selection of more than 375 whiskies from 








- Sponsored by 
around the world TA JAG, 
¢ Meet the distillers and master blenders who make them ADVOCATE y 


¢ Enjoy a gourmet buffet all evening 
¢ Attend in-depth seminars by whisky experts 


Buy Tickets at WhiskyFest.com Today! 
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igars 


92 BLIND TASTING 
We put 81 current-production cigars to the ultimate test, 
removing their bands and subjecting them to a blind 


review by our experts. The 90-point scores abounded. 


104 CIGAR BUYING GUIDE 
Best buys, reviews organized by strength and the best of 


the issue guide you on your latest shopping trip. 


106 = CONNOISSEUR’S CORNER 
Good things come to those who wait in the world of cigars. 
We look back at some well-aged rarities, including a pre- 


Castro Partagas stamped “maduro.” 


109 CULT OF PERSONALITY 
Some cigar brands have admirers who take their passion 
to unheard of levels. We look at some of the cigar world’s 


cult brands, and the people behind them. 


115 BUILDING A CUBAN COLLECTION 

We speak to several Cuban-cigar collectors about building 
a cigar collection, with practical advice on how to shop, 
store and savor your smokes. And you don’t have to 


spend a ton of money on your boxes. 


JEFF HARRIS 
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churchills 


Given A.J. Fernandez’s rise to fame in the cigar world, people sometimes forget that his father, Ismael, is a key 


component to the company’s success. It was Ismael who created the Enclave brand. Now, it’s offered in a darker line 


called Enclave Broadleaf, and the Churchill scored 93 points. The Churchill in the original Encore line was also 


exceptional, but cloaked in broadleaf, this Churchill might be the best expression of the blend yet. The Padrén 1964 


Anniversary Series continues to delight, as this brand performs exceptionally in almost every issue. The Diplomatico—a 


large, box-pressed cigar—scored 93 points for its signature combination of cocoa sweetness and balanced power. 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52. LENGTH: 7" 

FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, DOM. REP. 
BINDER: HONDURAS 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 49 LENGTH: 6 7/8" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 47 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: JANUARY 2019 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, HONDURAS 
BINDER: MEXICO 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. HABANO 


ENCLAVE BROADLEAF CHURCHILL 

Wrapped in a dark cover leaf the color of bronze, this 
Churchill has a copious draw that envelops the palate 
with earthy notes of mineral, salt and leather, accented by 
sweet bursts of milk chocolate, anise and vanilla bean. 
U.S.: $9.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PADRON 1964 ANNIVERSARY SERIES 
DIPLOMATICO 

Precise notes of cocoa powder and coffee bean take firm 
hold against a nutty, woody background, all of which 
build to a sweet, vanilla-like finish. A delicious cigar. 
U.S.: $14.40 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


CAMACHO CONNECTICUT CHURCHILL 
Initial tangy notes of lemon and cedar calm a bit, for 
a toasty, nutty smoke with hints of vanilla and anise. 
A well-made Churchill in a light wrapper. 

U.S.: $9.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


CASA MAGNA COLORADO CHURCHILL 
The reddish-brown hue of this cigar hints at the leathery, 
spicy smoke, which is piquant with notes of crushed 
black peppercorns, chili paste and finely ground white 
pepper. The finish carries a sweet raisin note. 

U.S.: $8.44 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


COHIBA ESPLENDIDO 

Covered in a pale, slightly rumpled wrapper. The smoke 
is creamy and dense, offering a steady procession of 
oak, nutmeg and espresso notes before an herbal, 
tea-like finish. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £52.40 STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


TABERNACLE HAVANA SEED CT #142 
DOBLE CORONA 

The head of this dark cigar is notably rounded. Initial 
notes of earth and tea become richer and more refined 
with nuttiness, hints of chocolate and a caramel finish. 
U.S.: $12.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 7 1/4" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 
WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. HABANO 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 6 7/8" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: ECUADOR 

WRAPPER: MEXICO 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. SHADE 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 58 LENGTH: 6 3/4" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: DOM. REP. 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 48 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: ECUADOR 
WRAPPER: MEXICO 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 58 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


COHIBA MACASSAR DOUBLE CORONA 
Dark and oily, this big Churchill burns evenly. Notes 
of black pepper, pencil lead and wood are accented by 
hints of chocolate before the short finish. 

U.S.: $28.99 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


VILLIGER SAN’DORO CLARO CHURCHILL 
Many protruding veins cover the wrapper of this blond 
cigar, which delivers a creamy smoke. Grassy and oaky 
to start, it picks up some sweetness and intensity, with 
notes of caramel, cocoa and coconut. 

U.S.: $9.56 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


E.P. CARRILLO LA HISTORIA E-II| 

Oils seep through the wrapper of this box-pressed cigar, 
which draws and burns evenly. Solid notes of earth, 
wood and salt are simple and straightforward, leading 
to an oaky finish. 

U.S.: $10.90 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


DON DIEGO CHURCHILL 

A minty smoke full of mineral notes and earth that 
leave a nutty aftertaste on the finish, though the 
draw is inconsistent. 

U.S.: $6.48 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


FLORES Y RODRIGUEZ CABINET 
SELECCION MADURO CANONAZO 

The earthy, peppery smoke of this cigar also carries 
notes of licorice, charcoal and some bitter coffee. 
U.S.: $6.30 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


MICALLEF REATA CHURCHILL 

The wrapper of this Churchill is tan though uneven in 
color. It burns and draws evenly with a cedary character, 
bit of nuttiness and light, papery finish. 

U.S.: $11.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


LA AURORA 107 GRAN 107 

A huge, fat smoke with an inconsistent draw, as some 
samples were firm, some airy. Initial notes of leather are 
offset by mustiness and a rough finish. 

U.S.: $9.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PERDOMO LOT 23 CHURCHILL 

The draw of this Churchill requires the effort of double 
puffing each time. Any notes of wood or leather are 
offset by bitterness and a damp finish. 

U.S.: $7.25 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


corona gordas 


What a showing of quality! Three cigars scored 93 points in this category with many more achieving scores of 
90 points or higher. Two of the 93-pointers are from Cuba—one a Regional Edition and the other, part of the Cohiba 
Siglo Series. The Cohiba Siglo IV may not get as much press as its beefier brother the Siglo VI, but it displays all the 
distinct character and grace one would expect from a brand as celebrated as Cohiba. The Punch Duke was made 
exclusively for Mexico, and with its heavy 54 ring gauge, is reflective of modern tastes. Also scoring 93 points, the 


Espinosa Habano No. 4 from Nicaragua. The word Habano refers to the Cuban-seed wrapper grown in Ecuador. 
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CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 46 LENGTH: 5 5/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: JUNE 2015 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: NOVEMBER 2018 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: N/A 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, DOM. REP. 
BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


COHIBA SIGLO IV 

Made with a golden-brown wrapper and three-seam cap. 
Every strong, up-front note of leather and earth is balanced 
by sweeter nuances of raisin and gingerbread. A floral note 
also comes through before the rich and nutty finish. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £32.80 STRENGTH: Medium 


ESPINOSA HABANO NO. 4 

The leathery core of this well-made cigar is framed by a 
rich, complex procession of vanilla, baking spices and 
raw cookie dough notes. The finish is long. 

U.S.: $7.10 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PUNCH DUKE EXCLUSIVO MEXICO 

The smoke of this tawny-hued cigar is floral and nutty 
with complex intonations of graham cracker, leather 
and dried cherry. Elegant and balanced. 

U.S.: N/A Mexico: 660 pEsos STRENGTH: Medium 


HOYO DE MONTERREY 

EPICURE ESPECIAL (TUBO) 

Beautiful to behold, with a wrapper that’s the rich color 
of bronze. The full, lush draw imparts a sweet, nutty 
smoke with underlying notes of earth and oak, and a 
snap of leather on the finish. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £28.90 STRENGTH: Medium 


CASA CUBA DOBLE SEIS 

This dark, toothy cigar starts a bit minty and herbal 
before warming to show a spicy, earthy smoke with 
touches of chocolate and spice. 

U.S.: $11.20 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


H. UPMANN BY AJ] FERNANDEZ 

TORO (TUBO) 

Draped in a ruddy, oily cover leaf, this cigar has an open 
draw that delivers primary notes of cedar, white pepper 
and earth with secondary touches of fruit and leather. 
U.S.: $9.25 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 
WRAPPER: BRAZIL 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, HONDURAS, 
DOM. REP., PERU, U.S.A./PENN. 
BROADLEAF 

BINDER: MEXICO 

WRAPPER: MEXICO 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 
BINDER: HONDURAS 

WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 
BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: COSTA RICA 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 6 1/4" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA, 
PERU 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. SHADE 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 46 LENGTH: 5 5/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: OCTOBER 2018 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: HONDURAS 

BINDER: HONDURAS 
WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


HERRERA ESTELI BRAZILIAN MADURO 
TORO ESPECIAL 


Enrobed in a dark and oily cover leaf, this well-made 


cigar burns evenly. It’s a floral, earthy smoke with hints 


of vanilla, cedar wood and rhubarb. 
U.S.: $9.78 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PSYKO SEVEN MADURO ROBUSTO 

A strikingly oily cigar with a notable gleam and many 
seams at the cap. Its earthy notes of coffee and raw 
cocoa become more refined with leather, bread and 
dried star anise. 

U.S.: $7.93 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


VIAJE EXCLUSIVO NICARAGUA LEADED 
DOUBLE R 

A dark, solidly rolled cigar topped with a round head 
and multi-seamed cap. Its an earthy, woody smoke 


taking on notes of cocoa, coffee bean and salty leather 


before a sweet finish. 
U.S.: $9.84 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


LA PALINA BRONZE LABEL ROBUSTO 
This chocolate-brown cigar is neatly capped with a 
symmetrical head. Touches of spice and licorice frame 
the woody, nutty core. The finish hints of almond. 
U.S.: $8.99 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


ROCKY PATEL OLDE WORLD RESERVE 
MADURO ROBUSTO 

A dark, box-pressed robusto that burns evenly. It’s a 
peppery, woody smoke with sweet hints of chocolate 
and marshmallow. 

U.S.: $9.20 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


MONTECRISTO WHITE VINTAGE 
CONNECTICUT DOUBLE CORONA 

Light and golden in color with a Connecticut wrapper 
and lopsided cap. This is a woody, bready smoke enliv- 
ened by a zesty citrus character of lemon and orange 
peel and a floral finish. 

U.S.: $13.75 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


PUNCH PUNCH (TUBO) 

Some kinky, wiry veins cover an otherwise richly hued 
cigar, which is bready and sweet with accents of graham 
cracker and toffee that lead to an earthy, tangy finish. 
Tasters noted inconsistencies on the draw. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £24.60 STRENGTH: Medium 


EIROA CBT MADURO 54 X 6 

A black, inky toro with a round head and even burn. 
The smoke is earthy and bready with dark chocolate 
and anise notes, but the finish is muddled and burnt. 
U.S.: $12.72 U.K.: N/A © STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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The Fuente Fuente OpusX Double Corona was one of Cicar AFICIONADO’s first smokes to be named Cigar of the Year. 
Nearly 15 years later, the Double Corona is still an outstanding cigar, scoring 93 points. This gorgeous Opusx is 
made in the Dominican Republic and serves as a showpiece for the unique Dominican wrapper that brand owner 
Carlos “Carlito” Fuente Jr. grows on his Chateau de la Fuente farm in Bonao. The La Aroma de Cuba Double Corona 
scored 92 points, and is made in Nicaragua by the Garcia family for Ashton Distributors Inc. Given the size of the 


cigar and its relatively low price point, this rich and earthy double corona might be the best bargain of the issue. 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 49 LENGTH: 7 5/8" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: DOM. REP. 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 


WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 49 LENGTH: 7 5/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: JUNE 2016 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 49 LENGTH: 7 5/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: JANUARY 2018 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 
BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


FUENTE FUENTE OPUSX 

DOUBLE CORONA 

Layered and complex with a warm core of leather and 
baking spices that set a powerful, sweet-and-savory 
tone. Secondary notes of chocolate, cinnamon and 
coffee bean bring balance and sophistication. 

U.S.: $18.54 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 


LA AROMA DE CUBA DOUBLE CORONA 
Rich and nutty from first puff to last, this large cigar 
also maintains the satisfying flavors of vanilla, toasted 
marshmallow and German chocolate cake. The finish is 
sweet and earthy. 

U.S.: $6.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


HOYO DE MONTERREY DOUBLE CORONA 
Rolled in a reddish wrapper and topped with a distinctly 
flat head. The slightly firm draw opens up to show 

the sweet and salty qualities of chocolate biscotti and 
leather before a floral, nutty finish. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £33.10 STRENGTH: Medium 


RAMON ALLONES GIGANTES 

Subtly box pressed with a three-seam cap. Stronger 
notes of earth and coffee are met with lighter hints of 
chestnut and cocoa powder, while an undercurrent of 
black pepper brings it all together. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £32.60 STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


THE EDGE COROJO DOUBLE CORONA 
This big, solid cigar is made with an attractive wrapper 
and flat head. Its heavy notes of hickory wood and 
molasses are spiced up with an intermingling of 
marjoram, black pepper and cinnamon. 

U.S.: $9.25 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


DAVIDOFF 702 SERIES ANIVERSARIO 
DOUBLE R 

Covered in a streaky wrapper with a fair amount of oily 
gleam. The even, open draw shows a woody, bready 
smoke with hints of earth, cocoa powder and cinnamon. 
U.S.: $36.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 8" 

FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, COLOMBIA, 

DOM. REP. 
BINDER: INDONESIA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 8" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


CUBA 
i, RING GAUGE: 49 LENGTH: 7 5/8" 
| E 2) > FILLER: CUBA 
\ Sy BINDER: CUBA 


WRAPPER: CUBA 
BOX DATE: MARCH 2014 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 56 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: ECUADOR 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. HABANO 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, NICARAGUA, 
DOM. REP. 

BINDER: HONDURAS 

WRAPPER: HONDURAS 





OLIVA SERIE G MADURO PRESIDENTE 
Squarely box-pressed, this large cigar exhibits perfect 
combustion. Its inherent woody character also evokes 
vanilla and brown sugar before the minty chocolate finish. 
U.S.: $7.32 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


VEGAFINA CHURCHILL 

Pale and blond with a well-made head and cap. It’s a 
toasty, woody smoke with hints of vanilla and citrus that 
lead to a slightly dry finish. 

U.S.: $6.92 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild 


DIAMOND CROWN MAXIMUS 

DOUBLE CORONA NO. 1 

The wrapper of this cigar is a bit wrinkled at the cap and 
seams, though the draw and burn are even. Heavy on 
the cedar, this woody, spicy smoke takes on notes of 
saffron and white pepper. 

U.S.: $19.70 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


PARTAGAS LUSITANIA 

Made with a flat cap and colorado wrapper, this double 
corona has a slightly firm draw. Initial notes of salted 
almonds are underscored by cedar, hints of baking 
spices and a dry finish. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £33.20 STRENGTH: Medium 


ASHTON AGED MADURO NO. 60 
Topped with a messy cap, this black double corona 
shows a palate of sharp woods, charcoal and an 
herbal finish. 

U.S.: $12.65 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


E.P. CARRILLO ORIGINAL REBEL 
REBELLIOUS 56 

A fat and oily double corona with a pigtail cap and 
uncut foot. Every puff carries the charred oakiness 
of a bourbon barrel with hints of vanilla, but the finish 
is oily and slightly bitter. 

U.S.: $12.60 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


CAO GOLD DOUBLE CORONA 

Big and blonde with a very veiny wrapper, this double 
corona draws well. It has a predominantly balsa wood 
character carrying wisps of lemon peel before a straw- 
and-hay finish. 

U.S.: $8.49 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild 


COHIBA BLUE CHURCHILL 

Packed solid with tobacco, this cigar has a firm draw 
that manages to impart vague sweetness and cedar 
notes. The finish is muted. 

U.S.: $11.79 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 
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higurados 


The Plasencia Alma Fuerte Generacion V topped the figurado category at 93 points. When it first came out, this 
Salomon impressed us so much, it ended up as the No. 9 cigar of 2017. Today, it still performs at the same high 
level, thanks to the aged tobaccos put aside by Nestor Andrés Plasencia, who has a vast inventory of tobacco. 
As a cigarmaker and one of the largest growers of premium leaf in Nicaragua, Plasencia is in the perfect position to 
select premium tobaccos from his top farms. Two cigars scored 92 points, one from the Dominican Republic, and 
the other from the U.S. The La Flor Dominicana Air Bender Chisel is rolled with its trademark chisel head. All the 
tobacco, save for the wrapper, is grown on the La Canela farm in the Dominican Republic, which is co-owned by La Flor 
brandowner Litto Gomez. While Tatuaje’s 15th anniversary was last year, the commemorative cigar remains on the 


market, and it’s a fantastic throwback to 2004 when this blend was made for the Grand Havana Room in Beverly Hills. 








Pete Johnson resurrected the cigar for this benchmark occasion, and, like the original, it’s made in Miami. 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 58 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 6 1/2" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


U.S.A. 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


PLASENCIA ALMA FUERTE GENERACION V 
A striking Salomon whose alluring tapers and nipple foot 
are covered in a dark, oily wrapper. It’s rich with coffee 
bean, cocoa and citrus notes but beautifully layered with 
complex undertones of saffron, earth and caramel. 

U.S.: $22.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


LA FLOR DOMINICANA AIR BENDER 
CHISEL 

First puffs of this wedge-shaped figurado are nutty and 
herbal before picking up notes of citrus, cocoa powder 
and honey. A touch of salt comes through as well. 

U.S.: $9.70 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 


TATUAJE ISTH ANNIVERSARY 

ROSADO OSCURO BELICOSO FINO 

An earthy, leathery belicoso that shows notes of freshly 
ground coffee beans and chocolate that meld with 


touches of pepper and hearty wood. The finish is sweet. 


U.S.: $19.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 


NICARAGUA JOYA DE NICARAGUA CINCO DECADAS 
eC): RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH:6" DIADEMA 
me: Zz of FILLER: NICARAGUA _ This long perfecto is rolled with a dark, oily wrapper. Its 
hon BINDER: NICARAGUA — lush draw shows a leathery, nutty smoke with touches 
7a; WRAPPER: NICARAGUA _ of carob chip, wood and minerals. The finish is sweet. 


U.S.: $19.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


CUBA  MONTECRISTO NO. 2 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 61/8" = There’s slight resistance on the draw of this tightly 
FILLER: CUBA packed torpedo, but it still projects precise notes 
BINDER: CUBA — of walnut, chocolate and leather against an earthy, 


WRAPPER: CUBA 
BOX DATE: OCTOBER 2014 


woody backdrop. 
U.S.: N/A U.K.: £28.10 STRENGTH: Medium 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: CAMEROON 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 60 LENGTH: 4 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, HONDURAS 
BINDER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 58 LENGTH: 5 1/4" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6 1/4" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., U.S.A./PENN. 

BROADLEAF, BRAZIL 
BINDER: ECUADOR 
WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. SHADE 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: DECEMBER 2018 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 4 1/2" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: MEXICO 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 6 1/8" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 5 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


NEW WORLD CAMEROON SELECTION 
TORPEDO 

A big, box-pressed torpedo with a pointy tip. Notes of 
cinnamon, spicy cloves and cocoa powder also hint 
of wood and citrus. The finish is a bit short. 

U.S.: $7.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


PUNCH DIABLO STUMP 

A very dark and oily cigar shaped like a bowling pin. It’s 
a tasty smoke, with notes of earth, nuts and oak wood 
accented by touches of semisweet chocolate and plum. 
U.S.: $7.49 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 


ARTURO FUENTE ROSADO SUNGROWN 
MAGNUM RVITOLA “FIFTY-EIGHT” 

A robust, meaty smoke with a woody, nutty backbone 
and accents of spice that lead to a mineral finish. 
U.S.: $9.34 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


BALMORAL AN EJO XO CONNECTICUT 
TORPEDO MK52 

Light and blondish in appearance, this torpedo shows 
excellent combustion and draws evenly. It’s a cedary 
smoke from first puff to last with steady notes of vanilla 
and cinnamon. 

U.S.: $11.25 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LA HABANA PRADO 
Bold and oaky throughout, this short belicoso has the 
mineral qualities of salt and slate with spicy white 
pepper notes and sweet hints of chocolate. The draw 
is easy and full while the burn is even. 

U.S.: N/A GERMANY: 11.90 EURO STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


AVO SYNCRO NICARAGUA FOGATA 
SHORT TORPEDO 

There’s a notably firm draw to this mini belicoso, which 
imparts an earthy, leathery smoke. Hints of walnut and 
oak usher in a mineral finish. 

U.S.: $8.90 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


ALEC BRADLEY AMERICAN CLASSIC BLEND 
TORPEDO 

Covered in a fairly light, colorado claro wrapper, this 
cigar burns and draws evenly. It’s a woody, oaky smoke 
with a dry, charry finish. 

U.S.: $6.60 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


MOMBACHO CASA FAVILI TORPEDO 
Made with a splotchy wrapper and very pointy tip. 
The salt-and-pepper core clashes with sharp notes of 
charred wood, resulting in a muddled finish. 

U.S.: $12.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


QO 


QO 
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panetelas 


Long, thin cigars like panetelas can be sublime smokes. They differ from larger-ring-gauge cigars in ways you might 
not consider. The wrapper, for example, plays a much larger role in the overall taste of the cigar due to the ratio of 
filler to cover leaf. But thin cigars perform differently. Unlike smoke that you draw from a larger cigar, which 
blankets your palate, the thinner gauge of a panetela concentrates the flavors and deposits them on the center of 
your tongue. From there, all the sweet and savory notes blossom across the entirety of your palate, creating a different 
smoking experience. The Oliva Serie V Lancero was the highest-scoring cigar of the entire issue at 94 points. Made in 
Nicaragua, this lancero was concentrated and rich without sacrificing balance or complexity—no easy accomplishment 
in the complicated world of blending. Made in Miami, the Casa Fernandez Miami Lancero scored 93 points, and 


was a Study in contrasts. Its spicy, piquant elements played wonderfully off the cigar’s sweeter notes, making every 





puff more intriguing than the last. The blend consists of tobacco grown in Nicaragua by Aganorsa. 








wav 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 38 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


U.S.A. 

RING GAUGE: 40 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 38 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 38 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 36 LENGTH: 6 7/8" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


OLIVA SERIE V LANCERO 

This long, thin cigar imparts an intensely nutty smoke 
redolent of pistachios, nutmeg and chocolate-covered 
almonds, all buttressed by an earthy core and a chewy, 
nougat finish. 

U.S.: $8.08 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


CASA FERNANDEZ MIAMI LANCERO 
Contrasting elements of sweet and spicy make this 
slim cigar vibrant and interesting as notes of hickory, 
cocoa and dried cherry play off the undercurrent of 
dried chile pepper. 

U.S.: $8.49 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


TIMELESS PRESTIGE ESPECIALES 

A nutty panetela fortified with notes of coffee bean and 
chocolate. The finish smacks of cedar. It draws and 
burns well, giving off the aroma of baking cookies. 
U.S.: $8.25 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


L’ATELIER SELECTION SPECIALE 

LAT 38 SPECIAL 

Though the wrapper seems excessively oily, this lancero 
draws and burns perfectly, showing a hearty palate 

of coffee bean, black pepper and ground cocoa, all of 
which recur on the finish. 

U.S.: $9.75 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PADRON PANETELA MADURO 

Thin and box pressed with an easy draw that delivers 
a strong, woody smoke full of oak, ground red pepper 
and roasted coffee bean. Hints of bread dough also 
emerge before the sweet, toffee finish. 

U.S.: $5.70 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 
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NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 38 LENGTH: 6" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 40 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, HONDURAS, 
MEXICO, COLOMBIA 

BINDER: COSTA RICA 

WRAPPER: BRAZIL 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 38 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 40 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


U.S.A. 

RING GAUGE: 38 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 40 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 

WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 40 LENGTH: 7" 
FILLER: HONDURAS, NICARAGUA 
BINDER: BRAZIL 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. HABANO 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 40 LENGTH: 7 1/2" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: BRAZIL 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


REGIUS BLACK LABEL LORD MADSEN 
There’s an alluringly reddish color to the wrapper of this 
skinny cigar. First puffs are spicy and complex with white 
pepper and cumin bridged by intermittent notes of cinna- 
mon and herbs that lead to a sweet finish of brown sugar. 
U.S.: $7.49 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


7-20-4 LANCERO 

Despite the thin ring gauge, this long cigar is strong with 
heady notes of game meat, leather and black pepper. 
Hints of chocolate lead to a coffee bean finish. 

U.S.: $9.30 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 


MY FATHER NO. 4 LANCERO 

Opening puffs of this long, thin cigar are woody and 
herbal, but a very profound leather note comes on 
strong and remains well into the finish along with a 
trace of nuts. 

U.S.: $10.10 U.K.: N/A = STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


LA BARBA PURPLE 40 X 7 

The draw and burn of this lancero are even and lush. 
Woody, nutty notes are most prominent, with touches of 
pecan and almond paste. Hints of saltine crackers also 
emerge, as do the earthy qualities of freshly dug roots. 
U.S.: $8.90 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


DON PEPIN GARCIA ORIGINAL LANCERO 
A pigtailed lancero with an uneven burn but even draw. 
Big, brawny notes of leather and char are accented with 
a piquant, red-pepper spice, a bit of tar and a strong 
finish of oil and minerals. 

U.S.: $9.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Full 


ILLUSIONE HL CANDELA 

Green and skinny with a candela wrapper and pigtail 
cap. It’s a woody, slightly grassy smoke with a caramel 
sweetness and a touch of hay on the finish. 

U.S.: $10.75 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


LIGA PRIVADA UNICO SERIE L-40 

The wrapper of this coal-black lancero is toothy with 
some oil. Each puff is heavy with earth and charcoal, 
some licorice too, and a vague vanilla sweetness. 
U.S.: $16.23 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


KRISTOFF SUMATRA LANCERO 

Soft spots plague the entire body of this lancero, which 
burns poorly and is made with a closed foot and knotted 
pigtail cap. Traces of citrus, clove and coffee bean are over- 
taken by damp, earthy notes, tar and a chalky aftertaste. 
U.S.: $8.80 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


OI 


QO 


QO 
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robustos 


Though some sizes and shapes go in and out of vogue, one cigar remains steadily popular: the robusto. There’s 


no shortage of this size in humidors across the country and almost every cigar brand, new or old, has a robusto. 


In this tasting, two cigars scored 92 points, one from the Dominican Republic, and the other from Cuba. The 


Aging Room Solera Sun Grown is one of the few cigars on the market made entirely from Dominican tobacco. 


It's grown by José “Jochy” Blanco, who also produces the cigar at his Tabacalera Palma factory. The fat Romeo y 


Julieta Wide Churchill, which is called a Montesco in Cuban cigar factories, has a ring gauge of 55, the largest in 


Cuba’s regular-production portfolio. It’s an unofficial brand-within-a-brand, as Habanos has created other varieties 


of Churchill sizes within the Romeo line, all of which have proven quite popular. The 90-point Fratello Navetta 


Discovery is made at Joya de Nicaragua, the country’s oldest premium cigar factory. The theme here is space 


exploration, as navetta means shuttle in Italian and Discovery is named after the famous NASA space shuttle. 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 4 3/4" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: DOM. REP. 


CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 55 LENGTH: 5 1/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: N/A 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: DOM. REP. 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: NICARAGUA 
WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


AGING ROOM SOLERA SUN GROWN FESTIVO 
The visible pores on the dark wrapper give this cigar a 
very rustic appearance. It burns and draws evenly, showing 
a sweet, earthy smoke that develops refined notes of 
almost paste, dried cherry and chocolate. 

U.S.: $7.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


ROMEO Y JULIETA WIDE CHURCHILL (TUBO) 
Plump and rotund with a three-seam cap and perfect 
colorado wrapper. Herbal and woody at first, it becomes 
sweet and spicy with notes of gingersnap cookie and dark 
chocolate. Draw and burn are even and full throughout. 
U.S.: N/A U.K.: £29.90 STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


FRATELLO NAVETTA DISCOVERY 

This chocolate-brown robusto has the smoky, woody 
qualities of a campfire, along with notes of black pepper 
and a sweet finish of vanilla and caramel. 

U.S.: $11.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


LA AURORA 100 ANOS ROBUSTO 

The draw of this dark cigar is even and consistent, 
the burn clean. Notes of cedar and vanilla play off 
the nutty core before hints of coffee bean lead to a 
sweet sherry finish. 

U.S.: $12.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


PADRON DAMASO NO. 12 

This tan robusto draws and burns with text-book 
precision, offering a woody, nutty smoke with hints of 
cinnamon, a creamy texture and nutty finish. 

U.S.: $13.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


Q 2. 


Q 2. 
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CUBA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 4 7/8" 
FILLER: CUBA 

BINDER: CUBA 

WRAPPER: CUBA 

BOX DATE: APRIL 2015 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 52 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA, HONDURAS 
BINDER: NICARAGUA, HONDURAS 
WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


HONDURAS 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: HONDURAS 
WRAPPER: HONDURAS 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: DOM. REP. 

BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: ECUADOR 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: BRAZIL, MEXICO 
WRAPPER: MEXICO 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 54 LENGTH: 5" 
FILLER: BRAZIL, NICARAGUA 
BINDER: U.S.A./CONN. HABANO 
WRAPPER: MEXICO 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
RING GAUGE: 50 LENGTH: 5 1/4" 
FILLER: DOM. REP., NICARAGUA 
BINDER: DOM. REP. 

WRAPPER: NICARAGUA 


NICARAGUA 

RING GAUGE: 56 LENGTH: 5" 

FILLER: NICARAGUA 

BINDER: CAMEROON 

WRAPPER: U.S.A./CONN. BROADLEAF 


RAMON ALLONES SPECIALLY SELECTED 
A semi-pressed robusto with a triple-seam cap and flat 
head. The smoke is floral and earthy, showing lots of 
lemon-pepper zest, a mid-palate woodiness and a bit 
of a chalky finish. 

U.S.: N/A U.K.: £20.20 STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


ALEC BRADLEY MAGIC TOAST ROBUSTO 
Enrobed in an oily, near-oscuro cover leaf, this 

cigar burns evenly, delivering a palate of sweet 

wood and coffee bean. A vanilla note emerges before 
the charry finish. 

U.S.: $8.95 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


PADILLA MIAMI 8&11 ROBUSTO 

A dark-brown robusto that draws and burns evenly. 
It’s woody and sweet with hints of cocoa powder and 
nutmeg that lead to a slightly dry finish. 

U.S.: $12.00 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


FONSECA VINTAGE ROBUSTO 

A yellowish cigar that draws and burns evenly 
throughout. It’s a bready smoke with hints of cinnamon 
and a finish of burnt nuts. 

U.S.: $8.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Mild-Medium 


TABAQUERO HAMLET PAREDES ROBUSTO 
The draw of this dark robusto is a bit firm, but still 
imparts an earthy, herbal smoke that hints of raisins 
and licorice. 

U.S.: $9.20 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


UNDERCROWN ROBUSTO 

Heavy notes of licorice and charcoal are most prominent 
in this near-black robusto. Hints of cedar and nougat 
also emerge before the lasting licorice finish. 

U.S.: $8.24 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


DEBONAIRE HABANO ROBUSTO 

A streaky robusto with a jagged cap. The burn is 
uneven, but the draw is open, delivering a smoke of 
sharp woods, earth and a sweet hint of vanilla before 
the charry finish. 

U.S.: $12.50 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium 


CROMAGNON EMH 

Thick, oily and nearly black, this dark robusto starts 
salty and raw with hints of minerals and green apple, 
but the finish of charred wood is bitter and damp. 
U.S.: $9.05 U.K.: N/A STRENGTH: Medium-Full 


88 
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buying guide 


TOP SCORES, VALUES AND STRENGTH | BLIND TASTE TEST NO. 151 


TOP SCORES 


94 Oliva Serie V Lancero 
Nicaragua « $8.08 « Panetela « Medium-Full 


93 Casa Fernandez Miami Lancero 
U.S.A. « $8.49 « Panetela » Medium 


dah 93 Cohiba Siglo IV 
| Cuba « £32.80 » Corona Gorda » Medium 


93 Enclave Broadleaf Churchill 
Nicaragua « $9.50 « Churchill « Medium-Full 


93 Espinosa Habano No. 4 
Nicaragua « $7.10 *« Corona Gorda » Medium-Full 


93 Fuente Fuente OpusX Double Corona 
Dominican Republic « $18.54 » Double Corona « Full 


93 Padron 1964 Anniversary Series Diplomatico 
Nicaragua * $14.40 + Churchill « Medium 


93 Plasencia Alma Fuerte Generacion V 
Nicaragua ¢ $22.00 + Figurado « Medium-Full 


93 Punch Duke Exclusivo México 
Cuba « 660 PESOS « Corona Gorda « Medium 


92 Aging Room Solera Sun Grown Festivo 
Dominican Republic « $7.95 » Robusto « Medium-Full 





TOP VALUES 


La Aroma de Cuba Double Corona 
Nicaragua * $6.95 » Double Corona « Medium-Full 


Padron Panetela Maduro 
Nicaragua « $5.70 « Panetela » Medium-Full 


Don Diego Churchill 
Dominican Republic « $6.48 « Churchill » Mild-Medium 


Flores y Rodriguez Cabinet Seleccion Maduro Canonazo 
Dominican Republic « $6.30 * Churchill « Medium-Full 





MILDER CIGARS 
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Camacho Connecticut Churchill 
Honduras « $9.00 « Churchill « Mild-Medium 


Balmoral Afiejo XO Connecticut Torpedo Mk52 
Dominican Republic « $11.25 « Figurado « Mild-Medium 


Padrén Damaso No. 12 
Nicaragua « $13.50 « Robusto « Mild-Medium 


VegaFina Churchill 
Dominican Republic + $6.92 » Double Corona « Mild 


Montecristo White Vintage Connecticut Double Corona 
Dominican Republic « $13.75 » Corona Gorda « Mild-Medium 





MEDIUM-BODIED CIGARS 


92 


92 


92 


9T 


9T 


Hoyo de Monterrey Epicure Especial (Tubo) 
Cuba « £28.90 « Corona Gorda « Medium 


Romeo y Julieta Wide Churchill (Tubo) 
Cuba « £29.90 « Robusto « Medium-Full 


Timeless Prestige Especiales 
Dominican Republic « $8.25 « Panetela » Medium 


Hoyo de Monterrey Double Corona 
Cuba « £33.10 « Double Corona « Medium 


Joya de Nicaragua Cinco Décadas Diadema 
Nicaragua « $19.95 « Figurado « Medium-Full 





STRONGER SMOKES 


92 


92 


90 


90 
90 


La Flor Dominicana Air Bender Chisel 
Dominican Republic « $9.70 « Figurado « Full 


Tatuaje 15th Anniversary Rosado Oscuro Belicoso Fino 
U.S.A. « $19.00 « Figurado « Full 


7-20-4 Lancero 
Honduras « $9.30 « Panetela « Full 


My Father No. 4 Lancero 
Nicaragua « $10.10 + Panetela » Medium-Full 


Punch Diablo Stump 
Nicaragua « $7.49 « Figurado « Full 


CIGAR AFICIONADO’S Classic 95-100 +» Outstanding 90-94 « Very good to excellent 30-89 + Average to good commercial quality 70—79 
100-POINT SCALE Don’t waste your money 0-69 « Not available n/a + Note: all prices are manufacturers’ suggested retail, before taxes. 
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NEWé% FAMILY, ALEC BRADLEY Project 40. 





> Available at the finest tobacconists worldwide. 


connoisseur’s corner 





9 CUABA 

SALOMONES II (1999) 
Twenty years in a limited-edition humidor has 
brought this shapely cigar to near perfection. 
It’s a bit shorter than a regular Salomon, and the 
foot is open, slightly beveled around the edge. 
The smoke is brilliant and rich, with a 
foundation of maple, brown sugar and 
nutmeg that supports its dense, fruity notes 
of dried figs and raisins before the creamy, 
milk-chocolate finish. —Gregory Mottola 
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A TASTING OF VINTAGE CIGARS 





PARTAGAS CORONA INMENSAS EXTRA MADURO (EARLY 1950s) 


Back in the pre-Castro days of Havana, cigars would often be marked with the designation 


“maduro.” It’s a practice that fell out of favor after the revolution. This dark, long cigar is a throwback, 
and despite its age, it’s vibrant from the first puff, with lots of minerals, a touch of mint, and subtle, 
light notes of molasses and flinty pencil lead. At the halfway point, the cigar amps up in intensity, as 
if hitting a hidden pocket of flavor, and gets stronger. A nutty, almond note emerges. The finish stays 
somewhat flinty. A remarkably lively smoke that has aged exceptionally well. —David Savona 


Oo RAMON ALLONES 

SPECIALLY SELECTED (1995) 
This well-made, chocolate-brown robusto 
was rolled 24 years ago, the year | began working 
at Cicar AFICIONADO magazine. It has a leathery 
heart, and just a touch of spicy licorice at first. 
After the first inch or so, it warms up and loses 
the spice, taking on a heavy note of coffee bean, 
especially on the finish, with a touch of flinty 
earth. Quite pleasant, if not a blockbuster. 
—David Savona 
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Oo RAMON ALLONES PHOENICIO 
EXCLUSIVO LIBANO (2008) 
This was the first Regional Edition cigar made 
for Lebanon, and the limited-edition smoke still 
retains some of the feisty earthiness and spice 
from its youth. Today, the thick cigar also 
shows maturity with more refined notes of 
hickory, gingerbread and cinnamon. It still 
has plenty of strength and plenty of life left. 
This sample aged in its original wooden box. 
—Gregory Mottola 


JEFF HARRIS 


MONTECRISTO 


CINCUENTA 
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2O YEARS 
OF ARTISANAL CRAFTEMANSHIP 
AND PASSION FOR TOBACCO 





SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Tobacco 
Use Increases The Risk Of Infertility, 
Stillbirth And Low Birth Weight. 


|C) @montecristo_usa 


ADVERTISEMENT 





CORONA CIGAR | ORLANDO, FL 
Millions of cigars, hundreds of whiskeys and one-of-a-kind 
experiences! Enjoy three Orlando locations offering exclusive cigars, 
authentic Florida Sun Grown tobacco and private barre! whiskeys. 





SOHO CIGAR BAR | MANHATTAN, NY coronacigar.com 
Eat, Drink, Smoke... Indoors 

Relax and enjoy flights and pairings 

from our curated selection of 150 | 

world-class whiskeys and premium cigars. rege . - - |. 

Then indulge yourself with any of our v2 ime 

artisanal, crafted appetizers. 
Open to the public, your table awaits. 












sohocigarbar.com 


























NEPTUNE CIGARS | SOUTH FLORIDA 
Thousands of cigars and accessories plus a friendly, knowledgeable 
staff, in multiple locations in beautiful S. Florida: Miami, South Beach 
and Fort Lauderdale, near S. Florida's best attractions. Come see why 

we're the premier cigar superstore for aficionados the world over. 


neptunecigar.com 
































DAVIDOFF OF GENEVA 
MULTIPLE LOCATIONS 


Discover rare and exclusive cigars in our 
bespoke vault. Personalize cigar boxes and 
accessories or relax in our luxurious lounges. 
Davicott of Geneva since 1911 is your passport 





to a cigar world above the ordinary. PETER JAMES LEATHER CO. 
This is quality time, elevated. The original, handmade cigar case for Aficionados by Aficiona- 


la didn’ . om Guality wi eu? 
Atlanta « Houston « New York « Las Vegas - Tampa dos. We didn’t compromise quality, why should you’ 


davidoffgeneva.com peterjames.ca 
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To Advertise Contact: Barry Abram at 212-684-4896 « BaBrams@Mshanken.com 





JEFFERY SALTER 


HIN K of the definition of a cult movie: 
It’s a film that goes outside of the main- 
stream; incorporates unusual themes 
ranging from the subversive to the taboo; 
is shown in very few theaters and, most 








importantly, is known only to a relatively 
small, but passionate fan base that can appreciate something 
different. Eventually, cult films become cult classics, such as 
Night of the Living Dead or The Rocky Horror Picture Show. 
Now, apply that same idea to cigars. It may sound strange to 
the uninitiated, but the cigar world does indeed have a subculture 
of smokers who place high, sometimes fanatic, value on rare and 
obscure cigars unknown to the average enthusiast. What sets 





PETE JOHNSON 


these fans apart from your typical aficionado is how far they’Il go 
to get their hands on something worthy of cult status. 

Would you be willing to travel across the country only to wait 
in line for two hours in the cold just to have the opportunity to 
buy one or two cigars from a box of limited smokes? Or maybe 
tattoo your favorite cigar brand across your chest? How about 
paying $125 just for one, rare cigar? For a cult fan, extremism can 
be par for the course. 

We’ve assembled a list of brands that started out as cult cigars, 
some of which have grown into cult classics. Cigars like these 
have been able to create small vortexes within the main current 
of the cigar industry. It may surprise you to hear some of the 
extremes that fans have gone through to get them. 
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‘) | ERNESTO PEREZ-CARRILLO 





| LA GLORIA GUBANA 


n 1980, Ernesto Perez-Carrillo took over his father’s 
El Credito Cigar Co., a small Miami cigar factory 
, that produced a few hundred thousand handmade 
cigars each year. E] Credito was a “boutique” cigar operation 
before the term was even en vogue, but the little factory wasn’t 
particularly well known. Much of Perez-Carrillo’s effort was put 
behind making his version of La Gloria Cubana, a U.S. friendly 
version of an old Cuban brand. While some local Cuban expatriates 
may have remembered the name from Cuba, the La Gloria Cubana 
brand had little meaning outside of Miami. Demand for the cigar 
was pretty low. It was a regional secret. 

Then, in the fall of 1992, the brand had a singular pivotal 
moment that turned La Gloria Cubana into an overnight cult 
cigar. The Wavell size, a 5-inch by 50-ring-gauge cigar, got a 
90-point rating in the first issue of CIGAR AFICIONADO. After that, 
cigar connoisseurs from all over the U.S. sought these previously 
unknown Miami-made gems. Production remained small, as the 
factory’s capacity was limited, giving these cigars true cult status. 
The rating changed everything. It was debuted during the annual 
cigar industry trade show, and as a result, Perez-Carrillo wrote 
more business at that convention than he ever thought possible. 

“The real shocker was when I got back home and saw the 
lines of people waiting at my little shop every single day to buy 
the Wavells,” he says. “This went on for at least five years, six days 
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a week. Needless to say not everyone got what they wanted but 
we tried to give them at least one or two bundles. It was an 
incredible experience which you have to go through to believe.” 

Perez-Carrillo eventually expanded to the Dominican Republic 
and sold his brand to General Cigar Co., moves that gave the cigar a 
less culty feel. But General still treats La Gloria with reverence and 
dedicates a separate part of its Dominican factory just to the brand. 
It might not have quite the same status it once enjoyed, but La 
Gloria Cubana is an early example of a very-small-production cigar 
that gained a cult-like following in this country. 


ox Yee FUENTE FUENTE OPUSK 


5 Qa T his cigar is perhaps the king of the cults. Before 





it even had an official name, its working title was 
AS named after a cult movie. In the early 1990s, 
Carlos “Carlito” Fuente Jr. had something to prove. He was told 
that nobody could grow quality wrapper in the Dominican 
Republic. This was the conventional wisdom of the time and it 
never sat well with Fuente. But when a French retailer visited 
the Dominican Republic and quipped that Fuente’s cigars 
weren’t truly Dominican, Fuente was motivated by indignation. 

“He said to me ‘Carlito, you’re not a cigarmaker. You just 
assemble tobaccos, ” Fuente told CIGAR AFICIONADO. “He told me 
that unless I made cigars [entirely] out of Dominican tobacco, I'll 
never be a real maker of Dominican cigars, just an assembler of 
different parts. That really stuck with me.” 

Fuente became obsessed with creating a Dominican cigar 
from wrapper to the last leaf of filler. He planted the right Cuban 
seeds in the loamy soils of a very particular plot of land located in 
Bonao, now known as Chateau de La Fuente. Before the cigars 
were even produced, the undertaking got some press, and with it, 
serious interest. Attempting to grow wrapper in the Dominican 
Republic was considered to be a little—well—nutty. This magazine 
chronicled the process in an article called “Seeds of Hope.” 
Innovation in any arena is often met with skepticism and negativity, 
and this was especially true for Fuente’s wrapper project, but he 
tuned out the naysayers and focused on his farm. 

Fuente called the first run of cigars Project X From Planet 
Nine, after the 1959 cult film Plan 9 From Outer Space by schlock 
king, Ed Wood. By 1995, the cigars were ready, and they had a 
complete name: Fuente Fuente OpusxX. “It sounds like sex!” 
Fuente often exclaims. 

The buzz about OpusX continued to grow until finally, one 
chilly November evening in 1995, a few select retailers in New 
York City began selling the cigar. It was opening night for OpusxX, 
and lines went down the block. The powerful smokes, made with 
dark, reddish-brown cover leaves, were an instant hit. And the 
few stores lucky enough to get any OpusX would sell out imme- 
diately, often at much higher prices than set by Fuente. The limit 
was often two per customer. Exclusivity only fueled demand. 

Today, OpusX continues to be rare, but the line has evolved 
into sub-brands with different themes and different strength 
levels. Collectors still go crazy for the cigars, and just when you 
think you’ve seen every OpusX out there, Fuente comes up with 
something new. His way, perhaps, of reminding the cigar world 
that the word “impossible” can be a relative term. 


PERRY HELLER 





TOP LEFT: TIFFANY BROWN ANDERSON; BOTTOM RIGHT: DAVID YELLEN 


TATUAJE 


Gay hatte hen the first Tatuajes slowly trickled into the 
_——— market in 2003, everything about the brand 


said “cult cigar.” It had an unusual name that 
few could pronounce. The packaging leaned traditional, but at 
the same time, was intriguing with its unusual fonts. The cigars 
were made by an obscure Cuban roller named Josée “Pepin” Garcia 
in an equally obscure little factory in Miami. On top of that, brand 
owner Pete Johnson was a young guy covered in tattoos. It all 
added up to the makings of a cult machine. 

Johnson started out working in a cigar shop in Los Angeles 
before finding employment at the prestigious Grand Havana 
Room in Beverly Hills. After falling in love with cigar culture, he 
decided he wanted a cigar of his own. 

“T was a fan of Cuban cigars from the late ’80s and early ’90s 
and I wanted to have my own version of what I remembered from 
those early years,” recalls Johnson. He eventually met Garcia, a 
Cuban cigar roller capable of bringing his vision to life. The word 
tatuaje is Spanish for tattoo—quite an unusual name for a cigar 
brand—and the blend was strong and spicy. It consisted of all 
Nicaraguan tobacco but it was blended in a way that didn’t taste 
like anything else on the market at the time. Word got around. 





> 
* 


» ORS g 


i i 


And after a few high ratings Johnson was faced with a new 
problem—rationing out a very small production. “Grand Havana 
Room in Beverly Hills was my first client [in 2003] and sold 
most of the production,” says Johnson. “By the time we had our 
trade show in 2006, we couldn’t supply the demand.” 

With inventory short and demand growing, Tatuaje fans rose 
to new levels of extremism and cigar worship just to buy a box of 
these cigars and maybe meet the guy behind the brand. 

“There are so many stories over the years with people traveling 
long distances to meet me and get limited product,” says Johnson. 





CARLOS FUENTE JR. & 





DION GIOLITO 


“But the craziest thing fans have done is tattoo the 
brand on their body. And the craziest tattoo was the art 
from my Little Monsters Series tattooed on the person’s 
chest. I ended up hiring that person.” 

Johnson eventually expanded, making new products 
in Nicaragua at the My Father Cigars Factory to help 
satisfy the demand for his cigars, but he still maintains a 
small production (around 400,000 cigars annually) of 
the original brown label in Miami. 

“T never created it to be a cult brand,” Johnson says 
with a chuckle, “but with the limited production in 
Miami, I guess it turned into one.” 


ILLUSIONE 

ith the frenetic cigar boom of the 90s 
\N in the rearview mirror and the first 
Se decade of the Millennium more than 
halfway through, 2006 was an optimistic time in the 
cigar industry. Cigar fanaticism was alive and well, making 
the midaughts perhaps the perfect time for a new cult 
brand to materialize. And if anyone in the industry looks like a cult 
leader, it’s Illusione brand owner Dion Giolito. The Nevada native 
stands close to 7 feet tall, with distinctive sideburns and an old- 

Vegas, rockabilly hairdo that you can spot from across a room. 
Giolito wanted a cigar that echoed European opulence, but 
also carried an air of the mysterious. He gave each box of his 
Illusione cigars a vaguely Viennese look, and encoded every size 
with names that had hidden meanings. Some were religious. 


Others alluded to secret societies. Some were highly personal. 
All added to the mystique. 
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“Tllusione sounded like an inside secret,’ Giolito told CIGAR 
AFICIONADO. “An indie cigar for people part of an inner circle. 
Plus, the word Illusione sounded nice. Very European.” 

There’s also the subversive nature of the brand that appeals to 
a certain segment of the cigar-smoking world, and with it, the idea 
that Giolito is speaking to his fan base through a code. Consider his 
MJ 12 (91 points). It’s named after the Majestic 12—a rumored 
team of scientists secretly assembled in 1947 by President Truman 
himself to investigate alien spacecraft. Or how about the MKUltra? 
It’s the name of an Illusione petit corona, but it’s also the supposed 
code name given to the CIA’s secret drug testing program, using 
mind-altering substances on human subjects. Kind of sounds like 
something right out of the movie The Manchurian Candidate, 
doesn’t it? 

Despite how it may look, Illusione isn’t all kitsch and voodoo. 
Giolito’s vision was to make serious smokes that tasted like the 


JONATHAN DREW 





cigars of pre-Sandinista Nicaragua, and he did this with the help 
of two key people: Eduardo Fernandez, who supplied the distinct 
Nicaraguan tobacco he was looking for, and Arsenio Ramos, who 
mentored Giolito in the blending process. 


WARPED 


t is exceedingly difficult to stand out in the 
premium cigar industry, especially as a newcomer. 
5 te There are plenty of interesting, high-quality 
oe with dynamic blends and enough variety at all price 
points to keep cigar fans occupied and engaged. So how did Kyle 
Gellis gain a cult following with his Warped brand? It may have 
had something to do with the unusual name. It may be the very 
limited production numbers (fewer than 1 million cigars a year). 
It could be the unique way he blends Aganorsa Leaf Nicaraguan 
tobacco. But it could also be the way he ties all these elements 
together with a serious emphasis on design. Simply stated, his 
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cigars are beautifully packaged. This can be said of many brands, 
but Gellis seems to have a rather sophisticated aesthetic that 
combines the classic look of old lithography with a hip, modern 
twist in a way that you won’t find on other packaging. 

If you look at Warped cigars such as Flor de Valle Sky 
Flower, for example, or Maestro del Tiempo, you’ll see detailed 
bands that could have graced some of the most elegant, pre- 
Castro Cuban cigars, but, at the same time, there is something 
quite modern about Gellis’ use of color, scale and design. 
Consider Gellis’ La Relatos brand. Sure, there’s a bit of dainty, 
Victorian affect to the patterns on the box, and yes, the 
smokes are packaged like a fancy bar of overpriced chocolate, 
but the look works, and the long coronas inside are remark- 
ably delicious (92 points). 

As for the unusual name, Warped was the name Gellis went by 
when he played paintball. He started a cigar company by the same 
name in 2009 and it has been gaining a cult following ever 
since. One particularly enthusiastic fan went to great 
lengths to get his hands on a cigar called Moon Garden. 

“French Laundry was the only place that still had a 
box,” Gellis says, referring to the famously expensive 
Thomas Keller restaurant located in Napa Valley, California. 
“So he booked a flight, received a table and got his 
[cigars| after paying about $125 for a stick.” 


LIGA PRIVADA 


™rom its industrial label reminiscent of 
=" what you might find for internal use in 
| laboratories or distilleries to the intriguing 
or “echo Exclusivamente Para El Jefe” (made just 
for the boss) Liga Privada immediately intrigued smokers 
when they debuted in 2007. Of equal intrigue was the 
person and the company who put them out: the colorful 
and quirky Jonathan Drew of Drew Estate. 

Drew already had a dedicated following in the flavored 
cigar category with his Acid line, but he was able to usher 
some of his flock into the handmade, premium world with 
Liga Privada—and also gain some new followers who 
never belonged to the Acid set. Of course, the cigars are 
made on avery limited basis (what cult cigar isn’t?), but they have 
some very distinct characteristics. For starters, they aren’t cheap. 
They’re made with an inky Connecticut broadleaf wrapper and 
are packed with so much tobacco that each one is rock solid to 
the touch—yet they draw beautifully, and deliver a characteristi- 
cally dense, earthy smoke with fringe notes of charcoal and 
licorice that you either love or hate. Like OpusX, the concept has 
since grown to include an assortment of unorthodox shapes like 
the Dirty Rat, the Flying Pig and other oddities, but stores tend to 
sell out of these quickly, no matter how strange the name. 

Though the Liga Privada brand is now owned by a billion- 
dollar corporation, it still commands a cult-like following and 
Drew is still very involved, making sure to keep the cult alive. 





For more on cult cigars and some of the most sought-after 


niche smokes on the planet, visit cigaraficlonado.com 
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Justo the World's Finest Wines at the New York Wine Experien 


Wine Spectators New York Wine Experience is a weekend celebration of great wine. 





Over the course of three days, attendees taste an exciting variety of wines with the 
world’s best vintners, including top-scoring bottlings and rare older vintages. 
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CRITICS’ CHOICE GRAND TASTING TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
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Collecting Cuban Cigars 


How Cuban cigar smokers around the world buy for future consumption, 


HABANOS S.A. 


and for investment BY GORDON MOTT 


cigar collection? It is easy to hear those 

words and think, what’s that? Most people 

in the United States buy cigars for daily 
consumption and rarely think about laying down a 
dozen or more boxes every year of their favorite 
smokes only to break them out years later. The reality 
is that serious Cuban cigar smokers in many 
countries buy, store and age cigars as a normal 
practice, one that can pay huge dividends in terms 
of smoking pleasure and even financial gain. 

But if collecting cigars is a standard practice, 
what are the rules? How many boxes of a particular 
cigar should you buy when planning to age them? 
What’s the best temperature and humidity for 
storing? When is the optimal time to open a box of 
cigars and start smoking? What kind of investment 
is needed to create a great collection? And which 
of today’s cigars are collectors looking to lay 
down, not only in anticipation of smoking 
them, but maybe selling them at auc- 
tion at some point in the future? 

Amir Saarony, a Canadian 
collector, visits Havana two to 
three times a year. He buys a 
box that attracts him when he 
visits, asking the shop to set 
aside four to six more boxes of 
the same cigar. His favorite cigar to 
buy for aging right now is Trinidad, mostly 
the Fundadores, but also the Coloniales and Reyes. “I 
smoke the open box during my trip, and I always tell the 
shop I will buy the rest of the boxes based on my experience with 
the first before I leave,’ Saarony says. “I have yet to not return and 
buy the rest.” 

Robert Fox, who is one of the principals in James Fox Ltd. in 
Dublin, says he always buys at least three boxes of a cigar that 
he’s looking to age. “I smoke one, lay one down and sell the other 
one. But sometimes I break my own rules and buy many more 
boxes, if I find I really like them when I start smoking.” The 
Ramon Allones Club Allones Edicion Limitada, released in 2015, 
is one of which he purchased multiple boxes. He so enjoys the 
H. Upmann Royal Robusto that he buys it every year since it was 
released in 2011. For everyday smoking, he is now enjoying the 
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You can collect investment-grade rarities like 
Gran Reservas (above) or everyday 
cigars, like the Montecristo at left. 


new Hoyo de Monterrey Le 
Hoyo de San Juan as well as 
the Por Larrahaga Picadores 
from 2015 and 2016. 
“Well, the number is stupid,” 
Saarony says when asked how many 
cigars he has aging. “It’s in the low five 
figures...too many because it’s unlikely that I 
smoke more than 600 cigars a year.” 

Fox, who has been collecting cigars now for 
two decades, buys 1,000 to 1,200 cigars every year and smokes 
between 500 and 600 annually. He says he has so many cigars 
that he can smoke a different one from a different box from his 
collection every day for a year. “I do try to smoke one cigar out of 
each box every six months to a year” to see how they are aging, 
Fox says. He declined to say how much he spent a year on cigars, 
although he estimates his collection is increasing between five to 
10 percent a year in value. Saarony, who is an independent 
contractor, says his cigar spending varies year to year. He has 
spent as little as $3,000 and as much as $20,000. 
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Fox, who has been collecting for two decades, says he now keeps enough cigars to 
smoke a different one from a different box every day for a year. 


With that kind of investment, proper storage method is vital. 
For everyday smoking, the recommended humidity range for 
cigars is between 65 to 70 percent at a temperature of 65 to 70 
degrees Farenheit. But for long-term aging, the consensus among 
cigar collectors is to keep cigars at much lower levels of tempera- 
ture and humidity. Most say that 60 percent humidity and a 
temperature in the low 60s is optimal. Saarony says he keeps his 
cigars at that range. Fox concurs, citing temperatures of 60 to 65 
degrees and a humidity level of 62 to 65 percent. He also places 
cigar boxes in Ziploc storage bags, which he says slows the 
movement of moisture. While Fox knows some 
collectors that keep their cigars at 55 
degrees and 55 percent humidity, ) 
he says, “I’m too chicken to go 
that low.” 

Fox also keeps his cigar boxes 
closed. “I was told once by an 
older collector that the nice smell 
you get from opening a 20-year-old 
box of cigars doesn’t go back in the 
box when you close it,” he says. 
“The smell has to come from volatile 
compounds. Why not try to keep as 
many of those compounds as possible 
as close to the cigars as possible for 
as long as possible?” 

Both Fox and Saarony like to let a 
cigar rest at least five years before they 
consider smoking it regularly. Saarony says 
that he ideally likes to wait seven years. 

Fox also buys cigars in cedar cabinets 
of 25 or 50 whenever he can, believing 
they age better than cigars packaged 
in the standard cardboard contain- 
ers with paper wrapping, called 
“dress boxes.” He especially likes 
Ramon Allones Specially Selected, 
H. Upmann Magnum 46, Por Larranaga 
Petit Coronas and the older Hoyo Le Hoyos, 
such as Des Dieux, in cabinets. 

Fox admits that he sometimes buys cigars with the idea of 
selling them at auction in the future. He says any of the current 
release Gran Reservas and Reservas have increased significantly in 
value, as have many of the Edicion Limitadas and Regional Editions. 
The reason, Fox notes, is pretty simple: most of those cigars are 
special production with small releases. One example he gives is the 
Ramon Allones Grandes, a Spanish Regional Edition of which only 
120,000 were made. He observes that the cigars that increase most 
in value typically come from countries with strict tobacco shipment 
laws as retail buyers must travel to the country where the Regional 
Edition is sold to buy it. 

Fox adds that nearly all of the Cohibas since 2000 have 
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performed very well in value, as have some of the Montecristo 
limited editions. 

Andy Ryan, a director at Fox, recommends several cigars for 
aging, including the Por Larrahaga Magnificos, a U.K. Regional 
Edition with 2007 and 2008 releases; cabinets of Ramon Allones 
Specially Selected cigars from 2014 and 2015 and Saint Luis Rey 
Double Coronas in cabinets of 50. “Very hard to find, and generally 
very good quality,” Ryan notes. “Will age well, possibly forever.” 
Ryan also includes the Por Larranaga Petit Coronas 
in cabinets of 50 from 2006 to 2010; Bolivar 
Belicoso Finos in cabinets of 25 from 2007; the 
H. Upmann Sir Winston from any year (CIGAR 
AFICIONADO’S No. 5 cigar of 2018); any Cohiba 
Behikes you can find; the Ramon Allones 225 
U.K. Regional Edition from 2015 and the Cohiba 
Siglo VI Gran Reserva, which Ryan calls the 
favorite all-time cigar of many collectors. 

Ryan has some tips for buying at auction. 
First, look at the wrappers. He says to be sure 
they have an oily sheen, and are smooth, 


Cohibas, such as the Behike BHK 52 (left) 

are always a good investment. The smoke, 

a former Cigar of the Year, is also 
remarkably high in quality. 


without oversized veins. Next, 
smell the open foot of the cigar to 
check the essential aromas of the 
tobaccos. He has one simple rule that applies 
whether you are purchasing recent- 
production cigars directly from 
shops or buying at auction: if 
you like a cigar now it will 
probably still be good in 10 or 
15 years; but if you don’t like it, 
don’t expect it to magically 
transform in the humidor. 
Saarony says that some cigars, 
such as the Cohiba Gran Reserva, have 
gone up so much in value that’s it’s hard 
to justify breaking open a new box. “I 
ration the partial boxes I still have, but it is 
unlikely I will break a complete box unless I win a lottery,” 
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Saarony explains. He also has an antique replica humidor full of 
Partagas Sobresalientes issued by Habanos S.A. in 2007. For 
now, he’s holding onto the humidor for eventual resale. 

“As a professional, I believe it is our duty to perpetuate the 
tradition of aging cigars properly,” says Manu Harit, the manager 
of The Arts Club Dover in London. “And I want to have enough aged 
Habanos in 10 to 20 years for our aficionados. Stock is crucial. I want 
those future collectors to be able to get older cigars easily.” + 


JOHN CURRY 
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VenturaCigarCompany.com 





VenturaCigar ve VenturaCigarCo VenturaCigar 





WARNING: Smoking cigars causes lung cancer, heart disease, and emphysema, and may complicate pregnancy. 





Please send all submissions to: Cicar AFIClONADO/Moments to Remember, Worldwide Plaza, 825 Eighth Avenue, 33rd Floor, New York, NY 10019. 
Or email them to: momentstoremember@mshanken.com. To order additional copies of CiGAR AFICIONADO, Call 1-800-344-0763. 
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Former New York City Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani (right) and Moshe Azman, |= Sam Lombardo, Matthew Kirk, Gerard Inguagiato, Luke Whitacre, Victor Orriola, 
a chief rabbi of the Jewish community of Kiev, Ukraine, have an assortment of | Mike Brubaker, Melvin Breaux and David Barin celebrate Sam's birthday 
fine cigars to choose from in the courtyard of Le Royal Monceau in Paris. in his well-appointed cigar room in Lititz, Pennsylvania. 
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After the second round at the U.S. Senior Open in Colorado Springs, friends John McHenry, Nate Miller, John Italiano, Dan Pagan, groom Frank Catalano, 
J.J. White and Senior PGA pro Miguel Angel Jiménez retire to the patio and bride Francesca Catalano, Tim Loxton, Brian Stevens, David Adkins and 
recap the game over a few limited-edition Cuban cigars. Jim Anderson gather at the Stambaugh Auditorium in Youngstown, Ohio. 
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Set. Devon Lawrence, USMC, is welcomed back from his tour of duty in Raul Mack and U.S. Army veteran Brandon Johnson light up in Tampa, Florida, 
Kuwait by his uncle, Dennis Persons, with Cohibas in Palmdale, California. for the 243rd-birthday celebration of the United States Army. 
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Three generations of Parsons celebrating Russ’s 92nd birthday at the Fox Cigar 
Bar in Gilbert, Arizona. Pictured are Rick, Drew, Jeff, Gretchen and Russ. 
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Anthony Stefani Sr. and Anthony Stefani Jr. of Upper Makefield, 
Pennsylvania smoke Rocky Patel 20th Anniversary cigars in Rome. 
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Taking a break at the Wolf Creek Golf Club in Mesquite, Nevada, friends 
Greg Simmons and Dan Perovich savor some Cuban Cohibas. 























NEVER DELAY 
ISSING A 
PRETTY GIRL 
OR OPENING A 
BOTTLE OF 




















~ ERNEST HEMINGWAY 











Pick your pour and we'll do the rest. With nearly 
two decades of experience, Selective Searcn is 
North America’s leading matchmaking firm. Using our 
proven Meet Your Future® process, we help discerning 
anl-jams ms 2e)0al-amilalemea(-)|an(e(-'>] mi aal-|4eia mn Gve)ale-lerale|-muelel-)\, 
for a complimentary consultation. 


Isnt it time you poured two? 


3,902 100% 87% 


HAPPY COUPLES CONFIDENTIAL & OFFLINE SUCCESS RATE 


sea © Perera 


EXECUTIVE SEARCH MEETS PERSONAL MATCHMAKING 


866.592.1200 #£selectivesearch.com = info@selectivesearch.com 











Where were you 
on 9/11? 


10/10 


a novel by 
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Grant Geyer, Dick Geyer and Scott Geyer enjoy drinks and premium cigars in 
Mankato, Minnesota, before Grant ships out to Germany with the U.S. Air Force. 
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Conrad Heede, John Antal and Bruce Stacy smoking cigars rolled right on the 
farm while visiting the tobacco fields of Hector Luis Prieto in Pinar del Rio, Cuba. 


10/10 is a powerful narrative of what terror does 
to the lives of four suburban New Yorkers caught 
in a 9/11-like attack. The thriller explores the split- 
Torerey alo meKs\eiksaloyakcmaak-Ke (sham nals alsyshmmoymnaksmaaleyaals) ale 
and how the consequences of their choices destroy 
lives and upend our pre-conceived notions about 
eXololomshacemenvale 


- CHRISTOPHER DICKEY 


World News Editor, The Daily Beast, 
author of Our Man in Charleston 
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DEM ATCIC HITCH AiG Oia ATI ae OnrCOnh VAL, DE GRACE Friends Bill Matheson, Scott Wilson and Bill Chalmers savor a departure cigar 
BOOKS before they embark on a two-month sailing voyage to Malaga, Spain. 
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Best man John Gallagher, Adam R. Walker and groom Rory Fitzpatrick smoke Regius cigars at 
Rory’s wedding to Gemma Potter at Tullyveery House, County Down, Northern Ireland. 
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Matt St. Pierre with his brother-in-law Nick Huff and father Ron St. Pierre celebrate the birth of 
Matt’s daughter Nola with some Ashton cigars in Seville, Ohio. 
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Brandon Charriere with Heath Webb, Philip Torchio Jr. father Barry Charriere, Philip Torchio M BOM BAY / C7,V.NN.\ / MQBA 


and best man Brent Charriere at his wedding to Taylor Beros in Canonsburg, Pennsylvania. 


WWW.BOMBAY TOBAK.COM 








Ken Williams, Joe Rutkowski, Frank Johnston, Perry Hopkins, and Kristin and Mike Green 
smoke fine cigars during Kristin and Mike’s wedding in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
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Michael Barletta, Tom Trella, Alex Bugda, Rob Bozylinski, Rick Smith, Dave Zande and 
Dan Rymond take in the scenery on their annual vacation to Havana, Cuba. 


Official air purifier of the International 
Premium Cigar & Pipe Retailers (IPCPR) 
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Effective. Quiet. Stylish 


Air Purifiers 
Rich DeSimone (third from left) celebrates his birthday and tries to stay warm on a recent trip 
For a free catalo ome: tl to Iceland with good friends and great cigars from Padron and Arturo Fuente. 
888.866.8862 
www.rabbitair.com/cigar 
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Frank Mitton of Ronkonkoma, New York, Norman Dixon of Catskill, New York, Tom “Big T” Coletti 
and James Jack of Mastic, New York, light up some cigars at Tom’s annual Fourth of July BBQ. 
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A LEGEND 
AMONG LANDMARKS 
ANS) ¢-laler-iceme)mellst-1ar-hil@lelar-lele mie) s 
over 20 years, Shelly's Back Room is a 
comfortable, yet still elegant, retreat in 
vial pmeental(e) Milam al:s-16-8- lie masleles 
ip from a distinguished assortment of 
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— single malt and blended whiskies. 
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Proud father Michael Gavin Isaacs lights up with his son Thomas (both center) and his friends 
at Stanza Dei Sigari in Boston now that they’ve all graduated from Boston University. 





Lunch, dinner and late-night menus 


offer the perfect complement to your 





cigar smoking pleasure. M | 
A new, state-of-the-art continuous ; 
fresh air system will make your visit 
to Washington’s best 4 
cigar tavern even better! f | 
Shelly's Back Room .“°¥ 
7 
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Adam Bierbaum, Adam Ottmar, Jay Simms, Ryan Muldoon, Adam Christensen, Matt Abels, 1331 F. Street NW + Washington, D.C. 


Matt Hobbs and Scott Hering enjoy cigars during their annual golf trip to Pebble Beach. 202.737.3003 * SHELLYSBACKROOM.COM 
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Friends since grade school, Greg Merrill, Denny Wright and Kent Keiser celebrate © Members of the Cigar Hombres Cigar Club took a road trip to the Corona 
their 62nd birthdays with Cohiba Siglo Ill cigars in Sturgis, South Dakota. Cigar Bar in Orlando, Florida, to enjoy premium cigars and cocktails. 





vannh and aaa came together to commemorate the wedding ee McVay (center) and Mara Paluszewski of Park Ridge, ieee in style iy fiecien up a 
large collection of Rocky Patel cigars at the Double Tree by Hilton in South Bend, Indiana. 
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George Venti and Randy Robidoux relax with drinks and cigars at Poopy’s Pub Decked out in jerseys, John, Tom and Steve Rose show off their team pride 
& Grub in Savanna, Illinois, after a long day riding their Harleys. and light some cigars after a hearty Thanksgiving dinner. 
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Friends Kevin Skinner, Tim Owens and Fred Rolle Bill Ruvo and his son Zach enjoy 21-year-old Joaquin Canals, Mike McDonald and Murali 


pair some fine smokes with refreshing beverages Fuente cigars, the last from the box given out the Bashyam partake in a Partagas Culebra at 
at City Island, New York. day Zach was born, in Potomac, Maryland. Havana Deluxe in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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Gardner Dunn, Ashley Lawless, Shingo Gokan, Manuela Savona, Dan Cohen and Christi Crosby fire up fine cigars at The SG Club, in Tokyo. 









EVERY LEGACY HAS A BEGINNING ig 
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Proud father Pasquale Ferri, Claudia Ferri and loving grandfather Antonio Ferri Theodore Lewis (left) celebrates his birthday in style with fine cigars at the 


smoke Cohiba Siglo VI cigars together before Claudia walks down the aisleto | Ashton Cigar Bar in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with his husband John 
say “| do” to Nicola Rizzi, in Laval, Quebec, Canada. Schmiechen (far right) and friends Oscar Cabrera and Christopher DiCapua. 
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Friends and family gather for the wedding of Michael Rodriguez (center right) Jim Sardo (second from left) spends his 75th birthday with H. Upmann Robustos 
with cigars at the Glen Island Harbour Club in New Rochelle, New York. and his sons, Mike, Matt and James at the Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland. 





Jason Hallman and Rob Self smoke Padrén 1964 Anniversary Series cigars during Ron Davis of Boca Raton, Florida, and Ron Davis Sr. of Cockeysville, 
the Norfolk General Office council party at the Virginia Beach oceanfront. Maryland, savor Cohiba Siglo Ills on the sands of South Beach, Florida. 
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Hunter Phillips and his grandfather David light up some Padron cigars as they Jim Pedone, with daughters Taylor Stepanoff, Peytone Pedone and Madison 
embark on a Caribbean cruise from Miami to Grand Turk Island. Pedone on Peytone’s graduation from University of California, Santa Cruz. 


Brothers Wes and Ken Astheimer, of Glenside, Pennsylvania, and Manakin- Tom Spital, Eddie Cathcart and Wilson Alers light Cuban Montecristo cigars at 
Sabot, Virginia, end a day of fishing on the Yellowstone River with cigars. the Celebration of Life for friend Terry Souza in Winter Garden, Florida. 








Dennis Brody and his son Jason break out the Andalusian Bulls by La Flor Dominic Colarossi celebrates his graduation from the U.S. Military Academy 
Dominicana on Father’s Day in Chestnut Hills, Massachusetts. at West Point with his uncle, Jim Bitzonis. 
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made for you 








In a world of fast food and one-size-fits-all sensibilities, how often does something feel made especially for you? The “Made for You” 


section celebrates those items that are created with such high quality of hand workmanship and degree of customization that they 


become individual to you. In each issue, our editors will endeavor to bring you special things from anywhere on the globe, choosing 


them solely on the basis of outstanding quality. Our goal is to give you guidance on the best of everything. 


ial RENT-A-SHELBY—SIXT 

After a long flight, wouldn't it be a welcome surprise if instead of offering a 
nondescript subcompact or sedan, the rental counter handed you the keys 
to a supercharged Ford Shelby GT-S? SIXT Rent A Car, the Germany-based, 
high-end auto agency, now offers the 600-horsepower, 5.0-liter, V8-powered 
car, that is based on the Mustang fastback that Ford introduced in the 1960s. 
The manufacturer, Shelby American, was founded by celebrated auto 
designer Carroll Shelby (of Cobra fame). The vehicle comes in the company’s 
signature orange-and-black color scheme. sixt.com 


FASHIONABLE FLASK—SEAMUS GOLF 

Not all flasks are meant to be inconspicuous, as proven by this 6-oz. vessel 
($55) from Seamus Golf. The Oregon-based company, known for its tasteful 
handmade golf accessories, now offers a basic flask covered in wool tartan 
that’s been sourced either from local mills in the Pacific Northwest or the 
United Kingdom. Each is made to order and can be customized with a 
leather label and your tartan of choice. seamusgolf.com 





COUNTRY CUSTOM—LYLE LOVETT FOR HAMILTON SHIRTS 
The idea of high-end, hand-sewn shirts usually brings to mind the business 
garments that are the purview of London's Jermain Street. But what if your 
style happens to be more down-home? The American shirt maker Hamilton 
offers designs inspired by country-music star Lyle Lovett. The singer contributed 
such touches as a deep yoke with matching pockets, a trim fit and carved 
horn buttons. Shirts can be customized by collar, sleeve and chest measure- 
ments as well as ordered in a relaxed fit. And just like London's Turnbull & 
Asser, they come with three-button sleeves. hamiltonshirts.com 
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COMING TO AMERICA—RICHARD JAMES 

Richard James, the Savile Row tailoring house that was founded on the premise 
of pushing boundaries, has done literally that with the recent opening of a New 
York City store and its plans for other U.S. locations. Far from the staid image of 
London’s bespoke clothing mecca, the shop has championed fashion-forward 
apparel with inventive colors since its 1992 founding. The new location recently 
displayed items from Elton John’s wardrobe in support of the film Rocket Man, 
but they also make styles for the earthbound. richard-james.com /us/ 


THE RIGHT LIGHT—EVE SYSTEMS 

Harsh lighting is the enemy of relaxation and reflection. Instead of flooding 
your man cave with severe bulbs or tubes, consider the soft and controllable 
light of the LED strip. The 6.6-foot Eve Light Strip provides accent lighting 
that is easily installed, can be tucked away behind furniture, picture frames 
and cabinets and be cut to measure (down to one foot) or extended to 
32.8 feet. When connected by iPhone app, voice commands control a huge 
range of colors and brightness (up to 1,800 lumens). evehome.com 





BENTLEY CENTENARY PENS—GRAF VON FABER-CASTELL 
Bentley Motors, the company synonymous with the dawn of auto racing, 
is marking its 100th anniversary on July 10 with two special, limited-edition 
models. Didn't get on the waiting list? Don’t want to dip into your trust fund? 
Graf von Faber-Castell, the maker of fine writing instruments, is offering 
another road in: the Graf von Faber-Castell for Bentley Limited Edition Centenary 
range. The fountain ($660), rollerball ($600) and ballpoint ($545) pens 
incorporate such Bentley style cues as a diamond quilt pattern, knurling and 
its trademark “B” on the cap. graf-von-faber-castell.com/us 
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